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HOUSE CLEANING 


As voaou'’ve nmoticed., I’ve droapeed some rPeaple. There is mo waitlist 
so if anrane wants te rejoin ther will be admitted immediately. 


Will the apa be here in 10 yvears? Let*s be optimistic and say Yes. 
What will it be like? The Times will be produced an the new Apple 
MOXXVI word epracessina svrstem, runnins the recently caomeleted ADS 
(APA ODeeratina System). It includes intelligent voice activated 
input. Intelligent means it does the spelling, fixes grammer and 
Punches ue vour text when it get wordy, Jike this, or starts ta 
drag, All the members” cantributians arrive via electronic mail 
and transfer directly to the APA-TECH database. Mast are sent at 
the mare expensive dar rate. the last brtes just makina it into the 
buffer micrasecands befaur the deadline (now crigidiy ainferced br 


the ruthless ANS timekeerer. Collation takes 3 seconds, ara 
acceunting another 2 The distribution is then tagged for el-cheerp-o 
after 11 PM transfer. Even now fans are still relatively Poor. 
The dusty old MX-8O rattles cut a few hard copies for the die-hards 
like Gres. His Pages, jike EFKie’s, are muteput an the elotter. 
Unfortunately, ANS Finds manr of the members” auto widthdraw!] 
accounts Jacking in funds, Instead of a mailina ther find only a 
murt  @lectranic matice in their input queue. Some of the more 


wealthy members. these guy‘’s with the fanev computers, have been 
including 302 animations in their zines. And the GTB is still not 
getting enaugh @rarphics ta use as cavers. Samethinas mever change. 


Rodford E. Smith 
922 Belvoir Dr. 
. Frankfort, Ky. 40601 
(502) 223-2119 


Greetings and felicitations, people! Sorry about missing last issus; 
All (or most) will be explained herein. Alot of this is being typed from notes 
made before Chicon. it is being typed the last week of September. It will prob- 


ably be to you on or shortly before my birthday (10/29), assuming out editor 
responds with alacrity. who says that time warps occurr only in fictionr 


Why I Missed Last issue’(or How I Spent my Summer Work): Most long- 
time readers of this colum know that 1 work with a computer model of ay traffic 
adjusted to reflect reality. To know that reality I need data, Now, before the 
Brown administration came into office most of this data-gathering work was done 
by summer help (sshool kids) supervised by three permanent field employees. The 
Brown people decided fo save money by not hiring summer employees, sinee most 
of what they did was only to train them for when they would become full-time 
workers after graduation. Unfortunately,this meant that there were not enough 
people to do truck weight/vehicle classification count surveys, since these 
require a crew of nine to ten people. This summer we reached a point where we 
desperately needed the data, not only for our own purposes (a lot ot other 
people use the same and related data for their ow work) but to meet Federal 
requirementa. So, our dévision director came around asking for vohunteers for 
the three one-week outings needed to get the information. Having worked on one 
of these crews one summer 1 knew what to expect, but signed for the first and last 
week anyway. This put all my ot'fic’ work behind by two weeks, and did the same 
for every one else who voluntered. Worse, since my boss was on vacation in 
india (leaving me in charge) the mail piled up during my absense. 1 got out of 
the second week to go to Rivercon, 

The end result of all this was that I was so mentally and physically 
tired that little personal work got done during July and early august. 

Une final note. 4 now earn nearly three times what a summer employee 
would, and many of the other volunteers make a lot more. That is cer&ainly 
some way to save money. 


Mailing Comments for aT #19: 
Dave Levine: Congratulations on thegrades. About the only time 1 got 
As in college was in courses not in my major. Une of those was in Anthropology. 


A Foolish Consistency: Re; lasers: You couldn't throw #luorine-filzed 
flasks at the enemy. That's chemical warfare and is banned. How about having 
a the laser operate at a frequency at which air is reasonably transparent but 
at which few materials are very reflective! I believ IR is a candidate. 


~ Donna: About Ishercon, When is it? If i$ is in October, forget it. 

I am taking the Pu exam again (missed passing by one point the first time). 
With enough advanced notice I will try to make it otherwise. Maybe you all 
will understand why it is so hard for me te make it up there when i invite you 
to my house/duplex warming in a few months. 

Me: "The Noble Gasses" by A. lsamov. Vy. 1 can't believe 1 did that. 
1 dian't even see it untill after the copies had been made. On a related sub- 
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ject, how about someone drawing a cartoon of Dr. Who meeting Asimov? The Doctor 
meets The Good Doctor. Two of the greatest know-it-alls in the Omniverse together. 


Quint Sing: Like the Sorcerer's Apprentice cover. 


Cliff Flint: i hate to sound like a complainer, but my name is "Rodford". 
"Rodney" is a whiney sort of name, with the connotation of a rich, smotty brat 
from one of those early society movies. Utherwise HAEBNC. 


Botheration. I had lots more comments to make, but its all old hat by 
now, Ah, well, on to #20. 


pown to the Sea With Mr. Chips: Reaction Technology, inc., P. 0. Box 
27224, Cincinnati, Oh. 45227 has E and F engines. & dimensions are the same as 
for D on the smaller ones, 27x114 on the larger. F dimensions are 27mmx1 52mm. 
‘here may be a chargefor the catalog. 1 had another source, but can't find the 
catalog. (My mother has been cleaning my room again.) ‘the prices range from 
$3 to $6 apiece. Kentucky is North! We have skiing and ice skateing in the winter! 


quint Sing: Re sortie vehicle. That's what 1 get for skiping an issue. 
I was going to include about the same info last issue. See this issue for an 
update (unbess you have also run it!). thanks for the cartoon, The "nES" is my 
way of including my signature; 1 am supposed to be the unseen owner. I recently 
saw James Doohan in a first-season episode of Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea. 


CABYA: Okay, Bill, you have slipped. The top speed of the MiG 25 is 
just over Mach 3. That is the cruising speed of the ok 71. Vety few people know 
what the top speed of our very own flying saucer is, and they aren't telling, 
but some authorities put it in the low hypersonic (Mach 5 +) range. 


Valli: I seem to keep hearing about Mjdwestcon each year a few weeks 
after it is over. is is always held in Ft. Mitchel? somenmrieplease send info 
for next year. Foolish to miss a con so close. Re accents in KY: be giad this 
was Northern Kentucky. in the south, especially the Southeast, you get hillbilly 
accent, which is nearly indecipherable to a non-initiate. 1 should know, i was 
born down there. Ask for a demonstration at some con. 


Uhm, i'm starting to type like Herbie talks, Better finish page and 
do rest later. ¥ 
Cl You never heard of Herbie Popnecker ? He created the world in 447.) 
ever had Poison Ivy? ‘theis plague/pox/misery is the result of toxins 
in the plant's sap. Depending on a person's skin thicknes it may take as long 
as several days to manifest symptoms after exposure. When the oil seeps down to 
the living cells it causes inflamation and irritation. ‘he damage is remarkably 
similar to other acid/toxin burns. Because of the sap's oily nature even a good 
scrub with soap and water may not remove it. 

Every year my Mother ¢dpiidyfdé asks me to clean out the fence row in 
our yard. And every year, despite my protestations and her assurances that . 
there is no poison ivy there, 1 get is. My mother will then remark, ‘You're 
just going to have to stop fooling with that stuff." Fortunately, one good 
side to advancing age is a decreased sensitivity. The latest rashes have been 
little mre than minor anoyances. 

Another calssic of technology is the Colt .45 M191141. Aside from 
some minor and mostly cosmetic eshanges this weapon is still the same as it has 
been for the past 70+ years. it is an excellant balance of firepower, accuracy, 
reliability and magazine capacity. The only real disadvanteges are its size 
and recoil; some people do have trouble handling it. very few years some com- 
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Ra eS oy oe Es 3 , 
Boeing concept for an air-launched sortie vehicle would utilize a 
modified Boeing 747 wide-body transport (illustration above) 
~ equipped with a space shuttle main engine that would be fired at 
22,000 ft., boosting the aircraft to 37,000 ft. and a flight angle of 
about 60 deg. At this point, the reusable 275,000-lb. spacecraft 
atop the 747 would be released and its nine liquid oxygen/liquid 
hydrogen engines would be ignited. When fuel from the external 
tank was expended, it would be jettisoned and the sortie vehicle 


* 


would use on-board propellants to continue its mission and return 
to Earth. The vehicle and its carrier could be kept on runway alert, 
Boeing said, and the spacecraft could fly over any point on Earth 
within 100 min. of leaving the ground. Boeing’s concept, devised 
under contract to United Technologies Corp.'s Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Group, was delivered to the USAF Rocket Propulsion 
Laboratory (AwasT June 14, p. 28). A modified 747 served a similar 
purpose during tests of the shuttle orbiter in 1977. 
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pany claims that it has finally created a replacement for the venerable Colt, 
but it is still going strong. 


TYPO LOG 
A "potscrad" is a postcard sent to notify people of some fannish 
event, especially a club meeting. Created by the local club secretary a few 
months ago. 
PYRO VIEWS 
Love the cover. Liked Phil's add/cartoon. In regard to the fyf¢d¢ 
comments on the lack of 
Techie growth and the talk 
Jeff gave at Chicon, I 


agree. (Huh?) That is, 1 pias 
think that we need to J q { . 
revitalise our group. Gi! 


never has been and hopeful] WEATHER 


never will be a club, but RECORD “e part 
we need to reaffirm our 
ot t 
ou dentity. Otherwisé 
. sie Sucton Base list WAVE 4 192) i raf C h TUMBLES 


and several small groups os 
(with some overlap) of News before it happens. 


friends who get together 


. VOL. V WINTER EDITION CIRCULATION 40.000 
at cons to party and dine. 
I liked the 


"Fantasies of rower" car- 
toon, but couldn't read NUCLEAR 
all of the print in the 
wall disphays. 
The air tent 
reminds me of when my Li 
tather, sister and I would 
make similar constructions 
out of spare moisture 
barrier plastic, 


fener es TRAFFIC SNARLED FOR MILES 


Another @ne 
Bites the Just: Hi, Cliff. 
HKEHBNC. (Sorry about that.) 


More White Rabbit 
Syndrome: Hi, Rolf (now 
don't start that again,. 
I love weddings. May even 
have one of my own one of 
these days. I remember when 
my sister got married; they 
postponed the date from 
January to March from fear : 
of bad weather. The day of - 
the wedding we had two feet 
of snow. Flump! A lot of 
people naturally didn't 
show, but most did. 


Congress Takes Extended Vacation 


Fortunately, the vehicle my future brother-in-law had borrowed for the honey- 
moon was one of those four-wheel-drive cross-country trucks. You know the type, 
the ones where you need a step ladder to get in the cab. I had to shovel a path 
to the truck during the reception, and for some reason no one wanted to help 
decorate it. I didn't know where the trappings were, so I just shoveled most 
of the snow into the back of the pickup. Mark had to use the side mirrors to 
see behind him. 

4A solenoid is an-electrical gadget that tends to stick when it gets 
“hot. 

One problem with your story sorting system. Different people tend 
to remember and/or emphasise different things. You might need several references 
for each story. 
BEKELE MIE II IIE SEMI IER IESE IESE IEPA IEEE SESE SESE ISNA SSE SSS SAS SES SSS IS IAI ISLA ANSE IAT IIIS 

I ean't find it, but someone remarked that interstellar probes would 
be goung to fast to intercept. Not true. You gust pop out a few light-minutes 
ahead of them and send reprograming instruckions to begin deceleration, then 
come back in a few months when it is slow enough to intercept. Nice. Unless 
the probe is programmed not to accept further instructions. 

I won't say much about Chicon except to comment that the Hyatt must 
have been designed by a student of M. C. Escher. 
KKH EEIK IKKE IE KHER EES HERI EKER ESSE KEKE EERE EERE 

TEN YEARS FROM NOW 

Let's see. I'll be governor of Kentucky, elected mainly because of 
my promise to seccedd the state from the Union. The National Gun Control Act 
will be ammended to include toy blasters, quarterstaves and camera strobes, 
(Ah, well, films will be fast enough that most people won't need flashes anyway. ) 


Sut seriously, folks: At least two major discoveries in physics will 
have been made, one of them showing the way to easy cold fusion. NASA's Space 
‘Transportation System will be put out of business by commercial launchers, but 
the government announces that a second generation shuttle is on the boards, 
despite the deficit of the first one. A group of terrorists assembling a fissiofi 
device in New York set it off prematurely, vaporiseing them selves and contami- 
nating several city blocks. ‘the first woman president will have fainle in her 
reelection attempt. In Britton a host mother will give birth to the first 
successful human clone. The Russians will announce that they did it several 
years ago but kept quiet because they didn't want to sensationalise the whole 
matter. Speaking of the Russians, their ambitious Mars manned landing program 
gets off to an inauspicious begining when their new super booster blows on its 
second test flight. 

On a more personal note, GT members will have won a total of 6 more 
Hugoes. Several will have thriving businesses, others will have moved up to 
positions of importance in their places of employment. Sadly, there will have 
been several deaths, at least two in the core group. as a whole, Gf will be 
getting its "third wind" with a new influx of members. 

On the medical fromt nutrition and drug therapy will have extended 
the human lifespan by another 20 years, with more to come. Although the com- 
plete answer to aging has not been found several rejuvination treatments are 
at least partially effective some of the time. rsionica will still nét be 
conclusively proved. the first brain transplants will be unsucessful, not be- 
eause of physical problems but because of mental ones. ‘Ihe rain may be the 
data processing center and memory banlt, but the entire nervous system and 
hormone balance are what determine personality. The result is hopless schi- 
sophrenia. On the other hand, regeneration is now a common treatment for 
severe injuries. 


i could on but I think you get the idea. 1 am basically optomis- 
tac about technical developments but concerned about social ones. 
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Turbofan-powered 


flying carpet 


EL Rr 


The ultimate in personal 
flying machines? It could 
be the Army’s WASP II 


By BEN KOCIVAR 


An amazingly compact one-man fly- 
ing device currently being tested by 
the U.S. Army can take off vertically 
and fly a man for 30 minutes at speeds 
of up to 60 miles per hour. Powered by 
the same two-foot-long turbofan en- 
gine used for cruise missiles [PS, Oct. 
81], the WASP II (Williams Aerial 
Systems Platform) is the culmination 
of two decades of research. Among its 
startling features, the WASP II: 

@ Has no wings or rotors. 

® Is so small it can fly its operator 
between and under trees and close to 
buildings and cliffs, and can reach 
places impossible with a conventional 
helicopter or other flying devices. 

® Can land on a tiny, four-square- 
foot spot. 

Some 20 years ago, test pilots for 
Bell Aerospace’s Rocket Belt [PS, Dee. 
61] learned what it was like to fly al- 
most as free as a bird. 

“It was like having a giant pick you 
up by the arms,” reported Peter Ked- 
zieraki, among the first to fly the belt. 
The first 13-second flight covered only 
112 feet, just under what the Wright 
Brothers did on their first flight. 

Bob Courter, a test pilot who made 
over 1,000 flights, says that later ver- 
sions flew as high as 100 feet. But the 
hydrogen peroxide propellant gave 
only 21 seconds of free flight for a 
range of 300 yards. In addition, a 
team of skilled ground technicians 
was needed to handle the fuel. 

The next step was the Jet Belt [PS, 
Nov. ’69], basically a small Williams 
fanjet engine attached to a fiberglass 
corset, harnessed to the pilot’s back. 

The current model is a turbofan- 
powered flying platform with signifi- 
cantly improved performance. “We 
could probably fly as high as 10,000 


G 


ft. and as long as 30 minutes,” Courter 
told me. 

Just as surprising, the platform is 
not difficult to fly. In a recent U.S. 
Army demonstration at Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga., three staff sargeants—none 
experienced pilots—made free flights 
after only three hours of practice. 
These involved 50 tethered flights. 
They were made at the rate of two a 
day. 

The flying platform’s midget fanjet 
engine, designed and developed by 
Williams International of Walled 
Lake, Mich., is the same 600-pound- 
thrust WR-19 bypass gas-turbine 
used in the air-, ground-, and under- 
water-launch cruise missiles. It 
powers that “thinking” nuclear-war- 
head carrier for distances of over 2,000 
miles and speeds of 500 mph. 

“For the WASP II, the engine is de- 
rated to about 545 pounds of thrust. 
This gives us much longer life and re- 
liability,” Courter says. 

It’s not exactly a stealthy machine. 
“The noise level is about like that of 
a small turbine-powered helicopter 
when it’s close. But at about 1,000 feet 
away it’s pretty quiet,” says Courter. 

The U.S. Army paid about $2.4 mil- 
lion for Williams to develop the first 
two test machines in a quest for great- 
er mobility in the field. Unlike the 
original Rocket Belts, these are like 
podiums, each with two-feet-long jet 
engines positioned waist-high to the 
“pilot,” who simply walks up to the 
machine, steps on the platform, starts 
the engine, and flies. Standing up- 
right, he has two controls: a throttle 
on the right to adjust height and 
speed, a grip on the left to turn left or 
right. Pitch in any direction is accom- 
plished by weight shift, as in some 
hang gliders. Fixed stabilizer fins act 
like a fixed rudder fin to provide sta- 
bility. There is an emergency para- 
chute in the top front compartment. It 
is deployed by an explosive charge 
like a shotgun shell that fires a three- 
pound weight. That pulls the chute. 

The machine weighs only 245 
pounds and carries 150 pounds of fuel, 
making it reasonably portable. The 
test platform has no fuel gauge. Later 
versions will include vertical-speed, 
altitude, and fuel instruments. 

“Right now we have only flown it at 
heights of 60 to 70 feet,” says Courter, 
“because at over 100 feet you lose 
visual cues, and it’s hard to tell how 
fast you’re moving up and down.” 

Courter sees civil as well as mili- 
tary uses for the flying platform. 
“High off the ground, it can help di- 
rect the fight against fires. And there 
are many rescue situations in tight 
quarters where other vehicles would 
just be impossible to use.” i> ES 
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THE JERRY-BUILT ZINE #7; 


The Universe Runs Widdershins 
Jerry @orrigan breaks tradition by letting Irrelevant Titles Press publish 
issues of Readings from the Universal Library in two successive disties of 


Apa-Tech. Sapient beings wishing to complain or otherwise register concern 


about this strange behavior may contact Mr. Corrigan At 1304 Turtle Creck 

Drive, Apartment iu, Palatine, Illinois 60067, or by phone at (312)934~1243, 

Of course, mailing comments in Apa-Tech will also reach him, 

toh [tod prot pnt /to% [tut /toX [tok ]4o¥ [to [nto [4 [pH [4-4 om nor [tn [ga [pe | 


I said last time that T would have no exeuse for not writing this time, as 
I would be between quarters and have plenty of time, It's no longer between quar= 
ters and I'm just getting this started, I really must organize Procrastinator's 
anonymous one of these days, when I get around to it, 
/ As usual, I have no major news. I'm having a very good time doing what 


I've been doing for some time, so things are.about the same as they were the 


last time I gave a personal news update. I have started putting together 

a personal computer, It seems that Motorola came up with a single board 
system for the MC6809 microprocesser, but decided to drop it, as. they 

didn’t want to find themselves competing with themselves, (Gad, what clumsy 
sentence construction!) As an employee of Motorola, I was able to met a board 
through the Motorola Microcomputer Club. 

The board is called the SAT-96, or "picnic" board. It-includes the circuits 
necessary to handle a keyboard, CRT monitow, four disk drives, modem with auto-~ 
answor/auto-originate capabilities, parallel I/o and analog I/O. Input and 
output are handled through Direct Memory Access. It has 96k of memory, 32k of 
which is dedicated to the CRT controller, hence the "96", The term "picnic" is 
based on the idea that, at a picnic, one carries a little bit of everything 
in one basket. I don't know where "SAT" comes from. 

In my typical disorganized manner, I've got the board and ordered both the 
CRT and disk @rives (only two of them), I'm looking at a letter~quality priinter. 
J still haven't figured out for certain where I'll get the necessary IC's, 
sockets, and connectors. This is primarily because someone else at work, who 
hasn't even got a board yet, has been locating good deals on certain parts and 
I'm getting what I can find cheaps 

I just bought some more bookshelves. When I bought seven 12"DX30"WX72"H 
units (four for Mr. Roper, three for myself), they suddenly remembered me from 
the last sale and said "you must have a hell of a lot of books." I decided not 
to tell them about Rolf. 

I suppose I should get around to writing something on the theme for this 
issue. As it happens, I don't care to speculate on what I'll be doing ten years 
from now, so I think I'll stick to writing technological predictions. Let me see, 
now where did I leave that crystal ball... 

Communications: I don't think anyone familiar with the idea will be 
surpriged to hear my claim that the use of cellular radiotelephones will be 
expanding over the next ten years, By 1992, no busy executive will ever be able 


to use the excuse that there was no telephone nearby. I suspect the problems 


with locating a phone anywhere in the country may be dealt with as well, 
I also expect that Ma Bell will keep piling more smarts into the ordinary 
telephone system, 
Entertainment: I expect that the current expansion is sources of video 
rograms will continue, although some recent innovations will be dropped. 
is cable systems expand and improve, pay broadcast stations will become less 


Stir it anticlockwise duality 


profitable and begin disappearing. The legal. problems with VCR's will be dealt 
with, Two way cable systems will expand. I rather expect that the networks will 
run into trouble as cable companies find that, with the greater variety of 
programming they can offer, pap will become less popular, (Networks program 

to avoid driving anybody away, which produces bland programming. This is 
because there are a limited number of competitors, each of which can offer 

one product at a time and is trying with that product to grab as large a 

share of the audience as possible, These constraints do not necessarily hold 
with the cable companies.) Of course new games and sports, as well as new 
variations of old games and sports, will crop up, many of them at least 

using some electronics, 

Computers and Information: Is anyone surprised by a prediction that the 
use and power of personal computers will increase? I thought not. I suspect 
that there might be a tie-in with the two-way cable systems I mentioned to 
provide a service I want: an electronic encyclopaedia, JI think such a system 
could be larger and have better facilities for finding iformation than a 
book form emcyclopaedia, I know it could be more easily updated, 

I expect to see more distributed networks with sixteen and thirty-two 
bit processors dedicated to the user being installed than large CPU's, 

Large processors will tend to be used primarily for operations on large 
data sets, programs which do a lot of computation, and where an extensive 
time-sharing system has already been installed. 

Transportationt I expect we'll still be using internal combustion 
engine personal automobiles ten years from now. Nobody seems to be even 
looking seriously at any possible changes in this, 

Enough of this. I'm going to get on to the 


MAILING COMMENTS 


Als One of the nice things about my job is that it seldom goes into 
panic mode. It would never occur to me to drop by the lab and see if I'm 
needed when I get back from a vacation. 


Greg: You remind me of another item that's on the List, One of these 
days I'll have to spend some time exploring New York. Ane Boston, And 
San Francisco. And many other cities to which I've paid far to brief a 
visit. And many cities I haven't visited yet. And, for that matter, a 
Zood bit of the Chicago area, Think I can manage all that in one day? 


Bill Hes Good luck with the computer, I believe SMOF is an unofficial 
post. There is only one true SMOF,) and he is the person who runs everything 
in fandom. The post may presently be unoccupied, as control may not presently 
be in the hands of only one person, There is a small group who are continually 
trying to gain control of all of fandom, and only when one of them gains 
control of all groups either formerly independent or controlled by another 
member of the group striving for SMOF-hood does that individual become the 
SMOF. Of course, this is only my theory. 


Dick: Games just ran another (the last one, they say) of those quiuzes. 
Valli: I'm glad you like Zyag¢y¢ my car. I'm rather satisfied with it myself. 


Someday I'm going to find out why my mailing comments stop at the end 
of a page so often. I assure you, it's not deliberate. 


ie y 


« 


“e 


WELL, SOMEBODY HAS TO DO iT. 

Clif Flynt 

65464 E. Michigan Ave. #7 

Saline, MI 48176 
Home (where the machine answers) (313) 429-1265 
Work (where a secretary answers) (313) 994-3450 


First, explanation of title. This is not a 10 years after apa. 
As penance, I will expiain why I’m net doing a 10 years later guess, 
try to answer Greg’s three questions some more, and basicly bare peop 1 e 
with random thoughts and observations. I’ve been home with a cold ali 
day, and mild fevers always make me philosophical. {It's also reached 
the point where I’m bored silly (a little moreso than usual).) 

To explain why I’m net trving to quess where I’ll be in 10 


@arss I simply have no idea. In the best of all possible worids, I’d- 


ave found the “perfect” female-type human, would have a couple of 
songs pacn eee pean Sanaa bringing in the occaisional royalty check se 
ceuld work part-time. doing .camsulting, and 2 ; fh i 
huiiding/rebuilding an energyrefficient Pi aetter Bue Sees noneeu tive 
is also the least likely of all possible werlds, 
: More likely is thet I’*d be one of the statistics in WH LIT or an 
eco-holocaust. 
More likely yet (2 hope), although. the thought: is. somewhat 
abhorent to me at present, is that [711 be a middie level engineering 


manager of a software or field .suppert group. That seems unlikely toa 


me, but reading about engineering burnout makes it. seem mast likely. 
Already, my job consists, to a large degree, of sitting next to people 
as. they explain their problem, and find their own solution. (As system 
Guru, I do manage to find. some.af the problems. first, but not usually.) 

i might even still be a programmer /hardware hacker for a small 
company that can’t afford 2. experts, but cam afford one: person who's 4 
little good at a lot of things. 7 . 

My life seems to be run more by catastrophe theary-than by well 
laid plans. Net ‘that ("ve been victim to all that many catastrophes, 
but it’s little events that seem to run my. lifey not-omy careful, 
well-~laid plans. _. 

For example, my well laid plans (ca. 1971) called for a. degree 
in chemistry, and then «a job in a quiet lab someplace and a-workshop in 
the bagement with an at-that-point-undefined wife. They did not 
include computers or -sf fandom, .or muecic. {i?*ve been a sf reader since 
about 3d grade, but I never considered. myself a fan stih my third con.>} 
| choice of a college was pretty much random, [ didn’t knew that much 
about any of them, and: decided. on SUNY-ESF because another -cl assmate 
was. applying there, -and = there’d be at least one person I..knew there. 
(He then decided to go to. Cornmelii. ‘ ‘ 

I went te college. for the whole purpose of getting a hard— 
science degree and the ticket ta an interesting job. I had very 
little interest in even -looking. for ai female... tf know, that's nok 
standard college -male attitude.)” This was not in the plan. terefoare, 
naturally enough, I fell in love... Anether pease te anky peqple 


Il saw), and a& member of the campus sf ciub. BO3, : J atten 


the sf club meetings, (or, at igsaskt part of the recting, [usually had 


tao leave early to get pack to leb or stedsen?. but d wasn’ t-hooked on 


ifandom, mot by a pong eee Iostiit fad my cue on the nice quiet, 


mundane life of a synthetic chemist. ; 

Graduation came and left, but. a job. didn’t... $a 3 ended up 
working for my advisor as a research asst, part time for the summer. 
Not permanent. | The. temale was deciding what to dectwith ber life (she 
had already explained that what to de did not include me as. anything 
but ao friend), and was alse staying in-Syracuse for a while. About: the 
time that © started getting to know her, I’d also started writing 
Music. It was a way-te get a handie on what was going on im the back 
of my head. I didn’ play tham for anyone, in fact I took pains not te 


let anyone overhear ae singing: them... 


3 mic of the summer, im a £it of boredom, I called ane oF 
tte eee ra ee in the s¢ club whe @aAs aleo etaying at schoct for 
ie a ee That sounds pretty non-effective as a change of life 
cause but in the course of frets ay a teen he ce ce 
ze te Toronto toa Fanfair a ar” he encod adn < 
oo Berok and asty part to eee {but park time was a lot 
| a? ad #6 a stucten agreed. . 
sees ee Tae ae antes. intra ta fandom at Large. Larger pact cae 
con-com cr hotel expected, in fact. That con—-com-was oven hee otf 
for FF TIIl° parties for almost two years. Needless og: fae ice 
too impressed with this con’ stuff, But, anything ge 8 ices ee 
so0606Ud@dT: it a Pohlange. That was nicer. No programming ta go to, but it 
3 ; om, and. I talked to almost three pseaple. i 
aos MoT cenaat: started, and a herd of us went to Anerrycon I, That 
ene hooked me, i wrote twa filks at that con, and another one a couple 
neue Pn ae 4 year of ‘ret permanent.” working I Visa one cee: 
masters degree in Chem Eng, and applied to Carnegie Mellon, aire cee 2 
assumption that I'd be ee yaaa quit my Job, and started studving. 
Ni 3 nt accepted. ; 
re Pras at started pi eid and oa half of Lina Loymerst .. My fanac 
finally got so great that 1 decided to start a-fanzine. I already 
ewned an offset prevs, and could. qet the plates races at gaecace 
rintshop where Io did odd jobs (for under the counter pay’, and decide | 
c could run a mundane-fanzine, distribute it for free, anc Miike wonrey 
ach. isears. Son 
piaeacire thet piag actually worked, I nate: almost $30 ney ASG. And 
anly needed 10-30 tira per week ta do it. (The zine came Sut manthiy. ) 

in the course: of distrituting the. Zines i ¢ and finding CH ee 
advertisers, I came upon a Microccomputer store." Istried he weld tie 
anoad, they refused, Rut allowed me.to set a stack’ up in their store, 
and I looked -at all the pretty toys. Td thought. computer s were all 
IBM 360’s with Ci me-sher ine. 

Most of my 836/month incone went inte that store ey 
eventually  stearhed buying ads), while 1 ate rations of stole fram civi 
defence shelters. (They taste terrible.) - 

That interest got me to go back to .a tO year scheal for a tech 
degree in electronics. That got me Pauctk time job bualteing eirceit 
boards on a per board payment. And all three tlhifigs (yeh, zine, and 
school) got me tetally exhausted and Groke by dive.” Sehews erndad, arc 
Iwas home sick during finals, and thers wher 2. went anche start working 
on boards ful} time, they ran out of wire, andthe distributor was 
backordered. To had a free wml. ; : 

50 I came ont to @ne. Arbor. ty Wiesih fri 


ends (that’s spelled 
and = job hunt. in the previous teh waeks the State 
Pers Years, Orem 
an on Bar and 9 
ie SMa FE had a 


’ sponge’), 
Emp] oyment Agency hac refused to sence my resume. b 
because they . specified two years Bx erieace, aig 
months, and’ the other betause they ea. 4. a er te 
four. I was heartily sick of Syracuse, ; 
af Amazingly, ft got. three. Job offers ir: fra Seber. And toot: the 
lowest Paying, ard simplest te doe job because te y promised me a Lab 
computer to play with. . - 
Jumped from QC chemist to Programmer wher ao Friend oF ine wag 
taking CPR training, and an engineer with enother company asked him 34 
he knew any Drogrammers looking for a jou. lt was. tired of ay Orerseyyt 
job, and been looking for another jeb ae eet instrumental snalytic 
Chemist, but & SO fay False convinced me. te. Become. a. £42] hioe 
programmer . 2 
; Twa year: FLL oy fae tery ng to get back inte chemistry, Since 7 
couldn7t find a 303 Wirth a “OMpany making computer operated Lab 
instruments, I took 2 contract job. With a Company doing business 
grephics, teaching a Computer to translate between an intelligent 
g-aphice terminal and a4 chum: haw chop y device. That Jak. got Me FR corre by 
with the head~-himter wha got me the contract, and when it was over, and 


7 i 


te 


Ae 


TI was looking for 4 way back into chemistry again, he found me the jeh 


that Peay now. ; 
his came aut of a conversation when. he rar. inte er si 
working for another company in his building in the john. cena Berean 
O, you See, my life is not run oy careful plans, but ob 
mentionin that they need 4a programmer with Graphics mene gone” ie 
John. (That’s not where I got. the experience, thats where the 
conversation took place). Or noticing a new stere while Im delivering 
copies of issue one of my fanzine. Or someone mentioning that he's 
considering a certain school on the same day I recieve a circular from 
that nenoet crs : 
have enough te do trying to keep up with living this: ti : 
alone trying te predict it. vos v A EAS ene i es 
Now, on to mailing comments: . 
Well, maybe not. Lf just. re-read the last APA (20) and. didn’t 
see anything to comment on that I hadn’t already -dene in person. 
ut, IF doa have a set at questions and observations for Greq, 
pega cree his three questions (is sf.dead, should we star-hoo, and why 


My carefully considered. response, (after receivimg-Aoif’s post 
from ATZO and Gregs pre for AT21), is (for questions 2 and 3). why nat? 
And going further, why technology in the firah place, in fact, 
why nomen tab lta Madge place. I’m nat going to spout creatianiet 
, : bh eng oF ‘ isl jinlgion te gen 7 2 as z 
ern Tia’ s ue oer i cae PREP e- de anything? What pees us differerst. from 
I'm going to. claim that it’s the ability to dream, and then 
chase that stupid dreeam until you either catch it, (or die trying. ; 
you can’t believe in things getting. better ,. and. mork. bewaeed. that goal 
I can’t see the reason for Living. (Not the reason for iife, I Jor? t 
believe in a Supreme Being whe declared a Manitest Destiny for. Mantkénd 
ta iB fed “ele a ee a fallout of carbon chemistry.) {fut TP may 
concede e existence: a Supreme being wha eet the -cunsbants such 
eoeg ae ied lg aae a Supreme being wha get the cometants such 
I think that the dreamof star. travel ts gore useful mow than 
star travel would 5e, and the geal of AI is mere important than HSRLIE 


would be. Feople need’ goals. Without goals we're nething but furless 
apes. tyou might gay we're without porpoise, if you Pei this is a 


good place to inject some: levity). - 

And that may be-anm answer to G. 1. GF provides new dreaaes and 
goals. It can teist the back of your head, ta give the frort end a mew 
map. ; 

. Fantasy does have a set of hard and fast rules about whet is 
possible. Science right now doesn’t seem ta. That actually makes & 
fantasy story harder science that hard science. 

How's that for paradox? 

and speaking of paradox, reading the excerpt. frow Fermilab about 


the colloquim. The -bettom line says "Note change of duy this weak *, 
I?m impressed. i didn’t think. they. could do.that even with the big 
accellerators. Tell ome, Bill H. How do you. peaple change days of the 


week. (and could you change a few Mondays to Fridays for mec) | 

Due TO <x cuduge ty Peerece wie thadts Teere eoill 
be Wo Excerpts from C+E Mews Phish, 

Tene inp uext ish fer of dotes. 
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THE RISE OF THE HOUSE OF ISHER #2 


A zine for Apa-Tech # 21, written by Donna Struwe, living at 530 
We Walnut, Kalamazo, Mi. 49007 (615) 342~4967 


eke ke aeee RRR REESE KeERER KEKE HRT 


First I'll take care of the past-- mailing comments on + 19. 


Magic Mimeo Land-Dave Levine=- From what I saw of X=-con, perhaps 
it would be better if there wasn't cne next year. And I heard a 
lot of people saying that they won't come back even if there is 
one. 


Young and Abroad-Michael Sestak- I'd rather make the Weapon Shops 
of Isher a Kalamazoo tourist attraction than the fortifications 
between the House of Isher and "the house across the street". 


Chromatic Aberrations-Gail Hanrahan~ Did Jamie ever get the guy 
downstairs to turn down/off his stereo? 


A Foolish Consistency-Jamie Hanrahan- re your comment to me~ no 
we didn't think to put "no. 42" on the pens...but you didn't buy 
any at Chicon (did you?-I don't remember) re - the Warlock 
Unlocked - "this book, unlike most sequels, does not attempt to 
describe another major turning point for its main character." 
Huh?! What do you call it (if not a major turning point) to 
discover that you really are a warlock and can use magic? 


Transporter Topics-Rod Smith- Tullio and I are planning to have a 
one day dungeon (if there's enough interest from our guests) at 
Ishercon this year. 


Techie Tattler~Doug Van Dorn- I thought Revenge of the Jedi was 
coming out in May, 1983? 


End of # 19 comments. Start of # 20 comments. 


555 Times-Shalmanser~ I beg to differ with you-I was not one of 
"those living under a cloud"=I had a 2 page zine in #19. Also, 
we were rather busy here before Worldcon, and I didn't get a 
chance to write anything. (nothing personal...really) 


Sing Ho!~Paul Gadzikowski- Good luck in all your new ventures. 


Perhaps you can leave your enchanted place for a quick visit back 
once in awhile. 


Quintessential Singularity-Greg Ruffa- Tron definitely needs a 
better plot--I could accept the personalities of programs, but 
not programs kissing each other. 


Cinnamon, Almond, Brewer's Yeast, Absinthe-Bill Higgins- What is 
supposed to be on your cartoon monitor? 


Smith's Corana~Dick Smith= re your comment to me-Barry Gehm was 
master=namer" because he thought of it. We just agreed. 


Dr. Gonzo's-Valli Hoski- Unfortunately, we have no control over 
how much it snows here, for Ishercon or anything else. (but it 
didn’t snow for our summer party...well, hope you make it this 
year) 


== en re 
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Well, so much for the past. Now the present. Tullio and I 
decided to work on the big stuff for worldcon this year, and it 
turned out to be the right idea. We seld 11 metal guns, and all 
the plastic sound guns we had brought. What this really means is 
that we got to order a new drill press and bandsaw at the machine 
show we went to. (they had machines there that you needed 
ladders to get to the controls. And you never even had to touch 
the piece-all robots) Also, we bought a computer. An Apple II 
plus. And a Smith-Corana printer. Bill Colsher, who scld it to 
“us, suggested we buy the family pack, so we got a bunch of 
software like buget programs, typing and such. The filing system 
we got is very useful, though it would be better if we could use 
it in conjunction with other programs. We also use it to play 
games. Mostly a D & D program, Wizardry, which Bill brought for 
me last week. While he was here we played almost the entire 
weekend,(not really true...we also worked on the attic) but now I 
try to limit myself to an hour a day. We really do use it for 
business, too. We have our inventory on file, and we have our 
personal address book (that's where the labels came from on the 
invitations you all should have gotten by now) The company 
mailing list is going to be a long project with over 300 names to 
type ine Hopefully, though that will be ready soon also. 


THEE JABHAE TARR TREE JARRE THREE THREE 


I'm running short on time, so that's all for the present.Now 
the future. August 18, 1992. Tullio and I will be celebrating 
our eigth wedding anniversary. (probably on that date, but 
definitely in that year) 

Isher will be selling rayguns and many, many other neat 
gadgets. The plan of course, is that by then, if not before, 
Isher will be the only job either Tullio or I have, and it will 
support us easily. 

Bill will still be calling me and telling me that one day 
Linda will see the light and realize that her one and only has 
been him all along, and then they'll get married and live happily 
ever after. 

Probably by then, Tullio and I will have at least one child, 
and Tullio will be showing him/her how to play with tools. (He's 
decided that our kids aren't going to get any of those plastic 
toy workshops--he's going to have them play with the real thing. 
That way they'1i be all set when they get older to help with the 
family business.) 


Well, enough dreaming, time to get back to reality. Who's 
to say what can happen in ten years. But I'll see you ail at 
ishercon 15 when it rolls around. Tili then, I just hope I can 
be with all my friends this year. See you then. 


—D Onna 


Dr, Gonzgo'g Expected Eclecticca 


' being writ by the the usually alliterative member of ApaTech, 
Valli Hoski now of 710 S. Scoville, Oak Park IL 60304 and still 
(312) DUFF-VMH. For ApaTech 21, September/October 1982. 


A Very Merry Un-Worldeon to All, to All .... 


What more can I say ‘except that after 3 years, it's over. One more 
con badge for the collection, one more set of worldcon memories, more $$ 
‘e gone, and let's start making our plane reservations for BAVtI¢dx ConStellation. 
Well, honestly more can be said than that, and without getting too detailed 
or boring, let me try. 


The premiere event of the worldcon for me was the Techie Dressup Dinner 
at L'Escargot on Friday night. All decked out LDDKIAE Pde ALYY HME vided WKS 
ZBM gAVédddgp7é in blue pin-stripe suits, eight or so of us paraded up Michigan 
Avenue to the very nice (and medium expensive) L'Escargot. Rarely have I 
seen a more handsome looking group of people. Certainly caused many a second 
glance from the fen we passed, and even caused a comment from the venerable 
OE herself, Renee. Seemed like we were playing a variant of that great 
fannish past-time known as "Freaking the Mundanes" only this time we were 
"Freaking the Fans". All good clean fun JASE YIk¢ PAdMAR. However, for me, 
this dinner set my spirits soaring for reasons other than the ridiculous. 
I have been feeling down and out of sorts with fandom for the past bunch 
of months (more than 2, less than 10). Various friends of mine certainly have 
heard me grouse enough about how left out I've been feeling, how Chicago 
fandom just doesn't seem like home anymore. -This includes friends in and 
out of Gn. Well, this dinner sparked some new synapses in my mind, warmed 
my heart and gave me a new, happier outlook on the situation of my place in 
fandom. Wearing the silly suit changed more than my appearance. At dinner 
I was cohesively Valli the fan, Valli the professional and Valli the woman. 
The feelings that I felt toward my fellow Gers at dinner was friendship 
mixed with something far deeper than the usiial fannish silliness. I felt 
among comrades, among peers, among fellows who were in the same status of 
life as myself. Dammit I felt as if I was among professionals, adults to 
whom fandom is fun but not a dead-end. People who were doing more than 
Just idly whiling away time in temporary jobs, who were indeed chasing after 
and maybe even finding their dreams. Not that we would save the world tomorrow. 
Indeed probably not. But neither were we adults playing some adolescent game 
of hiding from life in a fantasy world of a con. Bill Higgins made a toast 
that filled my heart (and my eyes) which I remember as (granted that my memory 
does reminisce poetically) being to "....our aspirations, our talents, life 
and the people we love..." (actually, it was the women we love, but I'm sure 
people is just as acceptable). And yes, it was indeed a gathering that 
deserved to toast life and the future because we were living lives that were 
trying to do something about today and the future. I haven't felt as strong 
a bond of love and pride in my friends in G, ever before as I did then. Not 
only a pride in my friends though, but a pride in myself and at where I am 
in life. I found a place where I belonged that I hadn't realized before, 
with individuals who are full of integrity and talent. This was my home and 
these were my friends. Suddenly the world I had been bemoaning that I no 
longer felt at home in, was a world that I had outgrown and passed. Other 
people have their place in it, others have interests that keep them satisfied 
in that world. My interests and activities have removed me from it, leaving 
Some good friends there, but it's no longer a place that I fit into. Being 
among my friends at dinner reminded me that I had always felt I had a home 
in G,,, and that was one of the places that I still belonged. But it also told 
me that I had a new place in fandom to be, new circles to move in and new 
parts of me to take pride in. Yes,.my friends I toast, to who and what we are, 
and to what we might help the world to be. 
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In speaking of the part of fandom that I feel comfortable in and the 
people who I regard as my peers, I am not making egotistical statements about 
an Us versus the Others in fandom. Rather that I have passed through a 
eircle of people I know, have grown out of their interests and was fighting 
to keep a place for myself in a sphere that I’ really no longer fit into. 
Fandom is my extended home, my close friends in Chicago have become my 
extended family who I go and visit with when I get homesick. However, I 
speak of a few rather than the many in Chicago fandom. The world that I 
mean when I say I outgrew a world is a sphere of individuals with specific 
interests and activities that I have felt left out of for some odd months now. 
No one meant to be unkind, I am sure, so no apologies or accusations are in 
order. But I did feel. very blue and very doubtful as to where I belonged, 
if at all, in fandom anymore. The problem came to be that within this par- 
ticular sphere there was no longer anything for me. Some individuals were 
and always will be my friends, but my primary focus was no. longer in this 
specific sphere. I think it's always painful to realize that you no longer 
belong where you once flourished. But at the Techie Dinner, I felt as if 
I still had a home, albeit a new one and a new outlook on myself and my peers. 
For this feeling of pride and belonging, I can try and thank Bill Higgins, 
Jerry Corrigan, Dave Marquardt, Greg Ruffa, Rolf Wilson, Dan Cohn and all 
the others that were there, but it's not linked to these individuals spe- 
cifically, although they were the catalyst. Rather to those friends who have 
listened and cared through so much of my doubts, thank you. And to those 
who are there and I don't know yet, thanks for reading so far. The purpose 
of all this is to say, I'm alive and doing much better. And the worldeon 
was a tremendously good time for me as I felt at home and much more comfortable 
than I have in years. Love to you all. 


Other goings-on in this golden-hued month include: 


The Geese Are While driving home from work the other evening, 
Flying South which goes past Bill Higgins' and West Chicago, 

I noticed a wedge of southwardbound geese flap- 
-ping and honking their way overhead in the sky. Ah, the balmy 
days of summer are past, and autumn's tangy and biting touch is 
turning the seasons' colorwheel. Autumn brings a tinge of 
sadness to me, for it means that the longest part of the year 
for me is starting. After a lifetime in the midwest, I still am 
not enamored of winter, and as the nights grow longer and colder, 
I retreat from the world until birdsongs and sunshine greet me. 
Autumn also pulls me towards the beginning of the real year- the 
academic year ~-and I long to be walking through a campus on my 
way to learning new things and being with old friends again. 
I am still learning new things and I have old friends through G 
but I do miss Michigan State as this is one of its prettiest 
times of the year. 


T 


Chalkdust loves blue- Thursday nights T am teaching Computer Li- 
pin-striped suits teracy I and II in an adult continuing ed- 
ucation program through Daley City College 
(of the Chicago City Colleges). The students are mainly adults 
who want to find out what all this jazz about computers is anyway. 
I use filmstrips, PLATO lessons (PLATO is an educational computer 
system offering an extensive set of lessons on dozens of subjects) 
and classroom discussion and lots of stories of mine to introduce 
computers to these folks. In Lit I we've covered computer basic 
components, CAI/CMI systems, how some computer parts work and his- 
tory of computers. In Lit II we've looked at computer parts (like 
files) in more detail, talked more about microcomputers and a 
more specialized discussion than Lit II. Easy and fun to teach,then 
after dashing off to Chicago's Thurs. night meeting, I am exhausted 
on Fridays. But at least I am doing something with life, right? 


More natter later, time permitting. Meanwhile, here are 
Mailing Comments on ApaTech 10100 


Cover Very clever, took: me a while, but I got it. (Which for me 
is no mean mental feat.) 


955 Times Another gorgeous job of lettring and design by Shalma- 
neser! Sugeestion: since we aren't exactly stacked 
up to the ears with a waitlist, why don't we drop the minac rule 
until either it's needed again, or else make the minac less 
stringent so that more people may stay as members. As it is 
now we are just about ignoring it, and I see no good reason why 
anyone should really be dropped for lacktivity due to the low 
membership. Perhaps something like 2 pgs. every 3 issues might 
be more realistic, and would spur folks to do something rather 
than easily lacktivity out.//The US of A-T: Greg, your midwest 
geography is a little off, but otherwise a nice idea. Isn't 
it mean of Keith to make it necessary to have to draw Minnesota 
in the map now? 


**** A break in these proceedings for a short discussion ***** 


While perusing Powell's, a legendary bookstore near the U-Chicago 
a month or so ago, I picked up several tomes to add to my refer- 
ence collection. One such item which I have.long sought was an 


edition of Asimov's Intelligent Man's Guide to Science. I have 


several of Asimov's introductory science books..courtesy of Bill 
Higgins and Dick Smith, like Building Blocks of the Universe 

and “The World of Carbon. However, I finally have a compedium 

of his good basic commentary on the general sciences. I 

also picked up some illustrated @ncyclopedia of the sciences 

which at least has pretty pictures and some introductory expla- 
nations of various scientific terms and processes. Also got 

the Time-Life Library edition of The Elements because it had 

good explanations and samples of all of the elements. My tastes 
and requirements for these basic books run from simple curiosity 
to needing information on the layman's level. I am playing catch- 
up on chemistry, math and some other nifty stuff (like the 
structure of the atom) which I never had in school. So any 

other suggestions of reference, introductory and other layman's 
materials on the sciences that any A-Tan cares to make is welcome. 


ke*k** Back to those illustrious and enticing comments ***%** 


Al Yr ct re type smeared all over had me thinking that the keys 

of yr typer fell out all over the car.//Re yr lobsters in 
Rochester: Al how dare you mention lobster to me when you didn't 
bring any to the worldcon? *sigh* Mebbe someday I'll be in Boston 
again and you can come along to a good place where I can indulge 
my lobster love.//Re yr ct re dorm accomodations: I got a taste 
for hostels when I travelled in Engalnd and Europe, and ama little 
dismayed that the hostel facilities in the US aren't as nice or 
in as decent a shape as the hostelries in Europe. //Re yr ct re word 
processors to Doug: *sigh* I would be happy if I could just manage 
to have a Selectric of my own to use at the office or home, let alone 
word processing equipment. Someday perhaps... 


Paul Byebye, and good luck. Going to miss your art. 


Jerry So I am still in an apa with you, anyway. Good!//The- 


we 
Jerry Shirt-Sleeve Session: yea, I like that phrase, very apt. 


Greg: I like Kip's rendering of M. Mouse! //Your extended visit here 
before, during and after the worldcon was nice as it is always 
enjoyable to have you in the Chicago area. Thanks for all your effort 
in getting the Dress-up Dinner arranged! Twas much fun.//Ah yes, 
New York. It's very easy to be ambivalent about New York. It's 
exciting and alive, cramped and squeezed, ought to be declared a 
National Historic Site and ought to be razed, is delightful and 
is paranoic. I like it a lot as a place to visit (wonderful tourist 
and museum~goer that I am) but I don't think that I could survive 
there. I speak of course, of New York City, not the state.//TRON 
as a true "software movie": yes, yes! aptly put!//I must look into 
The Shock of the New, sounds good.//Re yr ct re upstate NY: but up- 
stae NY has one. big advantage over Illinois state - NY is at least 
scenic! 


Bill H You may not be a Teenage Software Wizard, but you sure are 

a Teenage Science Wizard, no make that a full-grown Science 
Magician, in my eyes!//Did I ever mention that I leanred BASIC on 
a PDP 8 using a time-sharing system via a paper printer/terminal 
and punched tape/telephone when I was in high school? Most of the 
BASIC I learned lay dormant until I started using it again in grad 
school and it came flooding back to me, much to my surprise.//I am 
still not sure what machine I will eventually get, if any. The price 
and availibity of the TI 99/4 is tempting now, and it too has a real 
keyboard like the Vic-20. $200 is might tempting.//Thanks to Chicon 
[I too now have a familiarity with that bizarre underground world of 
Lower and Lowest Wackadoo Drive. I still haven't made it to that 
place that was the model for the Sat. Night Live greasy-spoon.// 
Re a Surrogate Ishercon: as I stated last year, I have no gripes about 
Isher holding Ishercon. What I do gripe about is exclusionism without 
warning. If the crowd is too much for one household to handle, the 
party/newyearscon should be first opened to other takers who can 
tolerate/handle the crowd. If no one else can/is willing to, then the 
originaters can have their own party with whoever they feel can fit 
or whoever they want to have over. My main complaint was that little 
or no advance opportunity was given for other people to have the party 
last year, and so people were excluded without any other option but 
to be w#thout their friends on newyears. According to miscellaneous 
comments that I've gotten this year though, I think this year is supposed 
to be different. I am no authority though, so the proper parties 
should be consulted regarding this year's status.//Re Wosconsin: well 
if Chicago was in Wisc. at least we would have a more civilized bank 
networking system. And frozen custard stands. 


Dick If you were in a Monkey Suit at the Hugos, was I in a Monkey 
Dress?//You are getting better at the piano, almost pleasurable 

to listen to. And I do like the Cole Porter numbers you've been 

playing. Now if I could just learn to sight read and be able to 

sing along, we might even have a good thing going there.//You're 

gettng real good at this mimeo stuff! 


So here I am at the usual bottom of the page, with room to natter 
in til I am done. What have I read of late, hm. Voyagers by Ben 
Bova is good if you want some easy entertainment in the sf line. 
‘It's much like Juanita Coulson's trilogy (that's 2/3s complete now) 
in that it reads something like a sf soap/sitcom, but for whiling 
away time without concentrating real hard, it's ok. I just picked 
up a copy of Space by James Michener but haven't started it yet. 
Will let you know on it later. Bye til next ish. © 


a 


a Hoe 


Hot Times in’ 
My Kind of -Town 


Valli Hoski 
ne tales of the great 


Chicon adventure, 
1 Sept - 6 Sept 8: 


Twas a dark and stormy night and Full of Omens. Well, 


maybe it wasn't so stormy but it was the Night Before the Worldecon 


and it was Full of Omens, hae 
There was the Black Gat in the overgrown field in the - 
shadow of the Hyatt and the Standard Oil buildings, Perhaps that 
overgrown field actually was an Urban People' Park and those weeks 
were an attempt at restoring the au natural to the Loop, sort of 
ike broadleaf au natural. Anyway, steps from the Zlossy Hyatt 
in the midst of urbanized high style, this Black Cat was wandering 
through a field, To say that this ig incongruous is to understate, 
Then there was the YouEffOoh lighting up the night sky, Bore 
a distinct resemblance ‘to the Goodyear Blimp. Since when hae the 


Goodyear, it provided a nice. show while riding down the Lake Shore 
Drive, Fortunately I was not driving while I was rubbernecking 

out the car window iat the Blimp overhead, Blimp~sized Smiley faces 
are quite a tacky sight, . a: 

Then there was the feeling of actually having fulfilled an 
obligation - dinner with some California friends at an excellent 
Japanese restuarant for sushi. Sushi is the Breakfast of Fannish 
Champions, after all. Dinner actually occurred on schedule and 
as planned, How can any fannish event be efficient? This must 
have been an Omen. Rosese hath spoken? , 

Then there is wiy. the draft for today wag typed at home on 
a lowly electric rortable instead of on a schmancy Selectric in the 
Mimeo Room. Privelege must have ite uses, and-what use is it having 
the Asst. Mimeo Roon Mgr. for my housemate if I can't use some 


Selectric priveleges? The strange phone calls for said housemate 


at odd hours, regarding the mimeo, arrangements, the hand-~holding 
and the Bistening all must be worth some Tepro services, So I. 
sat and typed this at home while dutifully hostessing varioug fan 
‘house guests because their Hyatt room don't start until Thursday. 
And my housemate ig locked up in-a’ mimeo ataft meeting. Ah the 
Joys of fannish duties. But at least I've begun this Omeniscient 
Tale, this dark night. ee ae me BS 
Wednesday, 1 Sept 82 


} 
| 


Then Roacoe said Let There Be Chicon, 

And there was the first “"real™ day of the 40th 
worldcon, 

The kitchen is Pinelly clean. This must be 

on Omen, After five days of various fannish 

| guests from other states and countries, the house 

had teken on the definite appearance of a large 

. dorm room, Miscellaneous articles of elothing 
from assorted owners scattered all over, their 

. Ownera seattered all over vartoug Sleeping sur. 

_ Paces. Not quite the Whitehall Hotel, but hey 

it was free. But Thursday arrives and it's every . 
man out on his own because. the hoats are off to 
the Hyatt, And the kitehen is clean and unpacked, 
the bathtub shines and there are plenty of clean 
towels. This is sertoug folks. How can such 
mundane tasks give me such a feeling of accom- 

plishment? Anyhow, alite well with the house's 

world, friends ere staying over there while I am 
at the worldeon here downtown, and let the eon 

begin. All Omens are so far favorable, 

The first *glitch* ef the worldcon surfaced 
its untimely head, Registration closed at & PM, 
an hour which only neocons in cuter mongolia would 

attempt to shut down registration, The compli- 
cation that the con guite will only admit badge 
UFIMZAE wearing con members makes the situation 
worse. Some bright fan i know suggested that 
Chicon forgot one of the First Con Rules which 
ia if registration shuts down early, the badge-~ 
checking shute down early as well, Perhaps 
Constellation will remember the fan's perapective 
of the worldcon instead of the SMOFs and the 
_€00d worldcon ghall return. : 


Then there was the Mimeo Room where 
the fen were more fun than in the 
Con Suite. The heady scent of corfiu 
ang spirit fluid in the air spoke of 
more creativity and energy than any 
(Smoke-filled committee room, Here is 
where the Real Spirit of Fandom occurs, 
where the Flame of Genius blases (unless 
of course you belong to the Church of. < 
the SubGenius *praisebob%), Besides eee 
simply fun without any necessary power id 
struggles because anyone can pub a gine,. 
This feeble attempt is witness to that | 
fact, * : . 
‘Then there'ig 11:01 PM and {t's time to 
gee who elge ts here and go to the 
-Blatimore party, Soak up the intense 
atmosphere and get into the fannish 
‘time sense there the con seems to have_ 
existed foréver and yet has only started - 
a few short hours ago, — ) . 


yk Thursday, 2 Sept a2. _ 


» Howie 


Then there is nothing quite like a worldcon in one's town. 
The disorientation and confusion that usually accompanies being 
at a worldecon is minimized. Suddenly, you are the local 
resident expert and guide for restaurants, streets, ete. This is 
nice, because the good places for dinner are known. But the 
worldcon isn't the same without this disorientation and the spirit 
of things can be more difficult to get into. This is a worldeon you 
say Iam at, eh? Nope, more. like the usual large regional. © 
Then there is nothing quite like being awake until 6:30 AM 
to realize that this 1s some sort of con, and these numbers of fen 
do mean a woridecon. 

_A worldcon at home does mean running errands, however and 
spending a goodly portion of Friday of the con picking up 
Hugo "props", a 16mm movie projector for Australia and the like. 
It was a lovely day to be out and driving, and besides the con 
would probably be slow in starting and I was rather slow in 
starting too. 

With a worldcon that you-fly or drive to, there is that 
cathartic moment at the end of the trip that says you have arrived’ 
@mewhere. You are here, thérefore this must be the worlidcon. 

4 20 minute commute from home to the worldeon just doesn't give 
you that same cathartic moment. 

Friday evening brought a variation on that classic yi¢géfan's 
game of "Freak the Mundanes". This time it was "Freak the Fans". 
Friends in General Technics and I went to L'Escargot for sa dress-up 
dinner. <A group dressed in blue-pin-striped suits walking down the 
street wearing worldcon name badges, locking like the could be fans 
but fans don't wear blue pin-striped suite, do they? Dinner was 
a gastronomical success, as L'Escargot is a good restaurant after all. 
The real fun of the experience was dressing up and looking like 
something else besides your t-shirt-&-jeans garbed fan. Gee, my 
blue pin-striped skirted suit drew almost as many comments as one 
(of my nicest caftans. Gave guite a different feeling too; I was 
able to combine my 8-to-5 persona with my con persona with little 
difficulty. I am not one of the fans who segregates their fannish 
life from their weekly life. What I am-is what I am, sort of. 

But it was fun to see the eghock of the blue pin-stripes on various 
fannish countenances. At dinner, I had the feeling of being among 
professional peers rather than among adults locked into some adolescent 
fantasy. This confirmed the feeling I had realized in particular 
with my latest birthday, that I have left some of Ky younger fannish 
friends behind. Instead the Chicago fen who are closer to 30, 
in both spirit and body, are more closer to my world. . But enough 
of these personal philosophical ponderings. os 

, Then there were the parties Friday night. Seemed that everyone 
ecided that Friday wae the good night to party since the Masquerade 
and Hugos would put time restraints on Sat. and Sun. nights. So 
everyone had a party from the traditional bid parties of LA and Bal- 
timore to the informal gatherings of groups, like General Technics, 
In the midst of all of these parties I managed to get myself keyed 
up enough that I was awake until jthe aforementioned 6:30 AM 
Saturday.} Thig would not bode well for my physical state on 
Saturday evening obviously. But I dozed for about 3 hours and got 
up at 10 AM anyway. But I eure had a good time Friday night first. 
The parties this year were different from my partying routine at 
Denvention. For 3 nights of Denvention, parties were thrown in 
the infamous room 1462. For each of those nights I started out -at 
one party or other in that roomi, menat to leave and somehow never 
made it out the door. For me, Denvention was Rm. 1462, Hilton. 


a Friday, 3. Sept 82 


+HS0 Vere Was Physical oblivion. Unable to sleep part 
10 AM, I: careened through Saturdey in a physical state thet 
threatened to shut down all systeme immediately. I succeeded 
in faking it for most of the day, but the Masquerade wrought 
doom and overloaded the tenuous patch job. But that story belongs 
down at the bottom of the page. 
Then there was the exclustéve cultural event of the convention: 
_the Oak Park tour. Recently moved into that nice little burg, 
I am somewhat of an aficionado of modern architecture. Being 
a small center of Frank Llyod Wright's designe and buildings, 
Oak Park bustles with tourists year-round. I combine my know- 2 
ledge (and biases, yes) of the local history and houses with 
& short drive, lotsa of commentary and some rubbernecking and 
you have a local tour. 
The con seemed to slow down Friday afternoon and I impetuously 
decided to Yeave for a while. Took some friends from California 
and gave one of the forementioned tours. The weather was. 
gorgeous and the light oblingingly glowed through the windows. 
Frank Lloyd Wright's earty home and studio, a few of his first 
home designs to his last design in Oak Park which offers a preview 
of the design used in Falling Water, Pa. Probably the most famous 
and most photographed building in Oak Park is his Unity Temple, 
built in the 1910s, which looks like it was built in the 1950s. 
Common elements join ali of his workds from the 18808 to the 1930s, 
like uncluttered interiors, use of wood strips to define and 
ceentuate celling and wall lines, hearths in almost every hom- 
A goodly number of the homes in Oak Park are open for te ing 
only once a year, during the Wright Plus tour. The thought of 
living in a Wright home has been a long dream of mine since 
my undergrad art history days. How close this will come to reality, 
well, actually living in Oak Park suffices. Baek to the quick 
tour for friends. They seémed to enjoy the midwest prairie 
homes, the trees, and the @rive. Certainly added something. a 
little non~scheduled and interesting to the con. 


Immediately followitag that short jaunt, the Masquerade . 
defines the meaning of the term crisis management. Costumers 
were going this way and that, gophers 
were going this way and that, judges 
were going this way and that, fen 
were going this way and that. Almost 
to spite Murphy's Law however, the Mas- 
querade did proceed and the best-of-show 
was a true audience: pleaser and crowd 
stopper. There was the usual share of 
costumes which were fun to wear but not 
of award quality, -& goodly portion worth 
tentioning (such as. the punster Tie 
Fighter) and some brilliant (such as 
Iniiana Joan). The Generic Worldcon 
Costumes were imagi- native and entertaining. 
The intermlesion show ica by Cosmos and Chaos : 
juggled Sthe: audience's attention, and the “i 
magician/hypnotist ; left many mouths agape 
So, Roscoe and Murphy aside, the show did go on, the frayed nerves 
scothed with time, and everyone-cohed and aahed appropriately. 

Then physical oblivion set in, After standing and running 
for 4 hours with the Masquerade,: my body tried desparately to--say 
"no more partying!" But this is the Worldcon after all! 


ws, 


» Wo 


Then there was the NY in '86 bidding party that had classy 
chocolates, classy t-shirts and classy food. In the midst of 


the exhaustion haze surrounding me, I rémember the NY party as 


being the one thing that could and did wake me up. East coast 


fen are more frenetic but also more involving than midwest fen. 
Ah absurdly silly hoax is being perpetrated due to an unholy 


alliance between some midwest and east coast co-conspiratees. 
This in the midst of a worldecon that takes itself and its power 
too seriously, is what makes fandom bearble. Those NY token 
chocolates will be the nutritive death of me at this con yet. 
Besides NY knew how to throw a good. party. Their bidding t-shirt 
certainly is far classier than any I've seen yet, including the 
Chicon shirt. After feeding, entertaining, reviving and then 
relaxing me, the NY party sent me on my Merry way to finally sleep. 
: _ Saturday, 4 Sept go 


Then there are the Hogus. Try facing the Hogus, McDonalds 
burgers and a Coke for breakfast on the 4th day of a 5 day con, 
on the morning after another one of those con party nights. 

Now this is what I can true silly devotion. However, as the 
Hogus are silly and did involve a close friend and are a real 
good excuse to hiss the Chicon committee, I went and cheered, 
hissed, and voted. And ate a Big Mac. The Mac was a mistake, | 
but the Hogus were fun. Definitely worth waking up for. 

Then there are the inevitable fanzine deadlines. With 
trying to keep my Hot Times current, a WOOF zine done and 
other assorted pubbing efforts, these deadlines make me think 
I've taken on *gasp* responsibilities at a worldcon. Besides 
if I don't write it down now, I'll never remember anything | 
other than the stereotypical “lotsa good parties, I'll give it a 8". 

My custom dress designer has dropped off my black formal 


for the Hugos and it desparately needs a sash and shawl, so it's 


off to Carson's. ‘*ohjoy* I managed to find the extra items with 
the help of a friend, and the shawl was on sale no less! 
The Hugos should go so smoothly.... 

Then there are the Hugos. A more dichotomous situation 
would have been impossible to find: Masquerade and the Hugos. 
As chaotic as the Masquerade was, the Hugos went marvelously well. 
Maria Randall was witty, sharp and smooth. No one stumbled, ; 
fhinted or embarassed themselves. Lauds to Doug & Gretchen 
Van Dorn who were in charge of this year's ceremonies, as 
they did not receive any public applause. *boohiss* to the con 
comm for not publicly ackowledging them. I was disappointed that 
Poul Anderson or Roger Zelazny weren't there to personally re- 
ceive their Hugos as I've never seen either in the flesh. 

(Guess there is a 74++le neo in all of us.) A friend and a 
local Chicago author did not win the Hugo in her category, 

but hopefully ehe will be Vauded avain in the future, Dressed 
in formal black, complete with long gown and shawl, I had 

fun playing adult. Actually I fels quite comfortable doing it 
which perhaps méans that I am really coming of the age 29, 

A troupd comprised of members from Chicago's fannish Moebius 
Theater performed various Bkits on the nominated films, which 
were somtimes witty, sometimes med'ocre. These Hugos were 

the smoothest and best. that I'e&n recall. Noreascon II aid have 
Asimov though. 

Parites, parties and more, parties is the rest of Sunday. 
WindyApa had one, which I made a tiken appearance at, and spent 


» We Bw 


And all ‘this sctence I @Qon't- understand. 


‘its et my job five days a week | 


non Dick Smith * 710 S, ee % Oak Park, IL 60304 * 312-DUF-FUND 
for ApaTech #21 —~ October 1982 
(formerly Smith's Corona) 


OK, Chicon didn't go exactly. like I predicted lastish, as any of you who 
saw me probably noticed.... Last time I. told you I had séveral minor 

. jobs. Less than a month before the con, Johnny Lee, the head of the 
mimeo room, calied ma and asked if I would take over. as his assistant 
because the fuy who was going to do it had quit over some complicated 
matter. So I did, and ended up spending over 50 hours of the con in the 
mimeo room. Not that I didn't get to do my other jobs, too, or that I \ 
didn't make sure I got in some partying, too, But Chicon was busy! 


Nice’ things atiwork: DataSearch 1¢ co, my product, was chosen by the Air 
Force Training Command for a filing application 
areer a three month comparison trial against similar systems, It's nice 
to know that the stuff really : ‘is.as good as the marketting guys have been 
claiming. Meanwhile, I'm going to IBM Channel Simulator school last week 
of October, We've pought a Simulator to use in devéloping some IBM-tyne 
interfaces, and someone has to learn to run it. (School is in Minneapolis 
since the units are made by:Control Data!) The economy seems still to he 
pretty tight, but B&H is: staying ahead. 2. eo es 


Nailing comments for - Aparrech #20° 


Cover: Wish we saw more of Kip. 

555 Times: I don't know what to think about that long list of° "doomed" & 
. under a cloud except that, once again, this apa is in Serious 

trouble, I'm laté enough with this zine to know that it can't 
come out on time too easily, but everyone doesn't have to be 
me and be as far behind schedule.... // I always fill in the 
value box when I ship something by, UPS: I know you get insur~ 
ance automatically, but it doesn't hurt to be sure. 

Captain Al: yet Paul re the Sears Tower: I‘d guess that it would be "bad 

luck" to visit any tall building around here wearing a funny 

_ costume... I'd guess thay've had enough of that. // T've 

~ been wondering: about the prexis, too. Jamie's output looked 
pretty good, and it's much too hard to get wheels and supplies 
for my aging, ten pitch only, printer, 

Jerry: I saw a zine you did for another apa that had three pages! Maybe 
that wordprocessor helps. // yet Misha: Games just ran a third 
"Equation Analysis Test" puzzle, If I have a an odd number of pages. 

in:this zine, I'11 fill by copying it: . 
Greg: "The Gates of Hell" sounds, um, nice, ee get about unsympathetic 
_ adults in E,T, the payola movie: Have you got your official E,T, 

poster from ET's official candy company yet? How about ET dolls” 
to compete with Yoda dolls? And will there be a new, cuter-alien 
‘for the next StarWars? // yct 555 re apagraphs: I think ‘you see the 
decline in contribs against rise in membership only because the 
deadwood aren't being kicked out, If they were, you'd see a dying 
apa, with decline in both contribs and membership, Perhaps we need 
some Reneeconomics to tell us how the apa is growing right now even 
tho the numbers look bad... perhaps we'd believe it, too? Not 

BillHiggins: Congrats re your computer. I've enjoyed the "couple: of times 

— Tive been over to visit it and shot at those darn Zingons (1° 
don't care what the instruction manual ‘for the poate calis- 


And all this science I don't understand. 


en 


It's just my job five days a week, 


those bugs, they're Zingons, and they come in thr 


page Z 


ee shapes, 


aych, bowtie, and elevator. That time where I found the 
bug in your code was fun, altho maybe one of these days I'll 


try programming it myself. Nice graphics, for a 


little 


bugger. // I'd laugh more at the Babbage/"steam to run it" 
cartoon alot more if I hadn't just read an announcement on 


the new IBM 3083 (or suchlike... I may be off by 


It's a dual system, and to upgrade your 3081 to i 


a, couple’), 
t, you've 


got to add Ccuplicate "cooling control units", "cooling con- 
trol. panels", and double the. supply of water available to 
your computer room, That's right, WATER! It's water cooled. 


// Dignity, schmignity. Too damn much juggling. 


// That's 


a nice description of the lower streets, which are a really. 
good short cut, so I use them pretty often. // yct Bill 
(you forgot to say which one, but I think it's Roper) re 
proposals to move the OEship of ApaTech to Chicago; I did 
volunteer once, but that was before I took-on Apa-H. Now 
T'm less sure, // yct Valli about how one gets to be a 
SMOF: By doing it obviously, and where everyone can see 
you; sitting in the front row of post-con gripe sessions or 
WSFS ‘business meetings is a good way to do it. // MikeB 

re the car: I suppose that you could use external combus- 
tion ala the Stanley Steamer... but I'm not going to buy 
the first such vehicle announced. // yct Jamie about his 
anti-media-fanfic comment "...feature ‘guest stars! easily 
identifiable as the writer and his friends...": I am ina 


position to comment, having read a bit of fanfic 


I'd say the generalization is too sweeping, It’s 


in my day. 
true too. 


often, but certainly not all the time. Probably not even 
half the time, but maybe I read too much of the good Zines 
and not enough crud. // yct Doug: there are third-party 


"eolf balls" to fit IBM typers that have strange 


type- 


faces like Olde English if you want them, // I can now get 
far enough.on Zaxxon to kill one robot, That's enough 


quarters invested. I'm working on Tut... now, 


Me: I forgot to mention above in the Chicon report sectica that the 
Computers and Fanzines panel went pretty well, even if we did 
stick to the wordprocessing end of things most of the time, I 


noticed that Jamie & Gail lasted thru it, so it couldn't have 


been completely boring. Of course, they cculd have just been 
waiting for me to make a fool of myself? // Another thing about 


that Keith Emerson music I've been working on (mct Gail) 


‘is tthe” 


lack of a sequencer in my piano. If I want to improvise over a 
bass line, I have tc learn to play it over&over. Emerson doesn't 


need to do that, so things are a little easier for him, 


In fact, 


“he caw start the bass on cne instrument and then run over to 4° 
“different one for. the treble... I've seen him do this in concert. 
f/f met Jamie: I have had difficulty getting access to MIT since 


“the new semester. I'm working on it, // Channel 32 has 


changed 


hands, and NightOwl seems to have. disappeared, Oh well.. 


Valli: I don't khow about the sales clerks being so easy to 
in Fort Mitchell... I remember going out to look for 
suit, and talking with these really strange-~sounding 
I think that the Cincinatti chil? disagreed with. you 
ordered yours without spegetti! 


understand 
a bathing 


people. // 
because you 


Well. That. just fits. More next ish... I'm trying to contribute to - 


this apa more ‘often... it needs it! 
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Three Veterans Celebrate Another Orbit 


A toast to three whe changed our lives: Konstantin 
Tsiolkovsky tucned 125 on 17 September, Sputnik I became: 25 
on 4 October and Robert Hutchins Goddard*s centennial 
birthday was the next day. Tsiolkovsky was tne grandaddy of 
us all-~ he 


worked out the theory of rocketry and space flight all 
alone in Russia. Geddarcd did much the same independently, 
and went on to patent, fabricate, and fly much of the 
technology crucial tG space exploration. Sputnik I, Z need 
hardly add, shovid require no introduction. in their henor 
this issue will deal mostly with rocketry im one guise or 
anotner. God pless “em all! 


One, Two, Three... Sagan 


Bill Surrett recently coined a new word to describe a 
large but indeterminate number: “sagan.” As in: “Landing a 
man on Mars would cost us sagans cf dollars.* Ore "Tnere 
must be sagans and sagans of warm-slocded animals on tnis 
Planet. Why has this mosquito decided to pick on me?" 


Giant Bims Prom Tiny Acorns Grow 


Yesterday I was rummaging througn tne 629.133°s in 
Nocthwestern University’s technical Library. They have a 
magnificent collection of aerospace pericdicals, and after 
xeroxing some items I wanted, I Srowsed trough the 
mognarness I managed to stumble upon a ceal treasure. 


The American interplanetary Society published the first 
issue of its Bulletin in June 1930. It was. mimeographed, 
like .a fanzine. In _ fact | the | : : oe 
_ coincidental, for. 

: _Fletche: 
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destined to become an important figure in American rocketry, 
was also a member. David Lasser and H. Franklin Pierce also 
rang faint bells in my head, but [ can"t place them. (See, 
my omniscience is limited.) (Somewnat.) 


The contents included papers by members on theory and, 
later, the results of the group’s rocketry experiments, and 
pretty good reporting on worldwide developments in the field. 
They were in close touch with Willy Ley, then secretary of 
the infant Verein fur Raumschiffart, and witn the doings of 
Goddard, Auguste Piccard, and Robert Esnault-Pelterie. (TI 
was tempted to copy an issue and frank it,. but the only 
available copier was mucn too faint.) 


As tne years went by, and rocket flight became more and 
more a reality rather than a dream, the pages of the magazine 
became more technical and gradvaliy more professional in 
appearance (except for a brief reversion to mimeo in issue 
#19, in order to save money for experiments). 


Some Kind of identity crisis apparently plagued the 
magazine, because it changed its name so often. Bulletin of 
tne American Interplanetary Society at first. In #19, 
Astronautics. In 1934 the subtitle Journal of the American 
Rocket Society appeared. In 1945 tnis became the £ull title. 
In January, 1954, Jet Propulsion. In 1956, Astronautics 


again. In January, 1959, ARS Journal. In February, 1903, 


the ARS merged with the IAS (Institute of Aeronautical 
Sciences?) to become the American Institute of Astronautics 
and Aeronautics, merging their journals to become 
Astronautics and Aeronautics, which we still have today. 


From a few dozen members in the early °30s, the group 
gwelled to 1200 in 1951 and 12,000 in 1959. Lord knows how 
big it is now. But for me the early issues are still the 
most fun to read. X think that the dreams of those early 
members must have been more than fulfilled by later events 
(with the exception of being able to geo into space 
themselves, I suppose). 


A postscript: NU alsc has a bound collection of the 
Journal of Space Flight, an entirely mimeographed publication 
of the Chicago (i) Rocket Society. Tnis was a 
Northwestern-based group which apparently flourished from 
1948 to 1956. 


Watching The Skies —- 


Quickly, some recent stories from Aviation Week: 
(3L May) The electrophoresis processing plans of McDonnell 
Douglas and Jomnson & Johnson are detailed. 
(24 June} Aftec a careful look at overly optimistic 
turnaround times and such, NASA has cut back the number of 
flignts scheduled between now and 1992 from 487 to 300. User 


prices have consequently peen. increased by 85%. _ (Higgins 


Ses 


& 


ee 
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editorial: This amounts to a4 severe emasculation of the 
, Shuttle program, and Shuttle customers will pay. for the 
increased cost per flight. Two predictions: suddenly those 
* commercial investors will net be so interested, and some 
ig prospective payloads will be bumped or delayed. Want to bet 
what fraction will be civilian, and what fraction will be 
military?) a, af : 
(23 June) Summary of current work on electric-propulsion 
i engines, especially for low-tnrust stationkeeping and orbital 
transfer. 
(12 July) Martin Marietta is studying a payload container 
which would be tacked on to the aft end of a Shuttle external 
‘tank. Photos of a space station using this tank were run in 
the 6 September 1982 issue. ies 
(i2 July) The European Space Agency is examining its possible 
roles in manned flight, from more Salyut and Spacelab 
Participation to joint space stations and manned European 
*shuttles.* : : 
(26 July) Reagan has approved the battered Centaur upper. 
stage program for the Shuttle, which among other things .will. 
give the Galileo a longer useful life-- it*1Li get to Jupiter. 
faster. a oe 
(16 August) NASA seeks a new start for a teleoperator 
retrieval system, first step toward a space tug, .for. fiscal 
1984. , 
{16 August) Chris Kraft was interviewed upon his | resignation. . 
as director of Jonnson Space Center. Four shuttles are .*. 
probably only nalf enough:" the Air Force should own and 
Operate its own; and he strongly favors a Space Operations 
Center. a a8 
(23. August) Details of a McDonnell Douglas space station. 
study. ; ae he te 


Those Raw Rats Just Don’t Taste As Good As They Used To 


With the usual gang I went to see Star Wars a few weeks 
ago, my seventh time. Alas, the movie had finally worn out 
my sense of wonder. It°s not just that I knew how, most . of... 
the special effects were done. By now most of the lines of 
dialogue are worn smooth around the edges, and the glitter 
and excitement of it all -had evaporated from too many - 
viewings in too few years. I had to force myself to cheer. 
when Luke and the Princess swung over the Chasm yet again. 


| 
>& Baw 


I had felt intimations of this on my sixth viewing, and 
also on my sixth viewing of 2001 --even though return. 
engagements of that film were spread out over ten .years. 1... 
suppose the only cure is not to go bacx to Star Wars for a. 
long, long time. 7 <i - 
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Greg asks, “How cheap (expressed as a fraction of the 
total economy} would starflight have to become to permit such 
missions?* : 


Rather than answer his question directly, I would invert 
its Assuming a civilization devotes to interstellar flight 
the same fraction of its resources that ours devotes to 
manned spaceflight, how rich does it have to be to build 
starships? ? 


At the peak of Project Apollo spending, NASA had a budget 
for -manned spaceflight of 3.5 to 4 billion dollars per year. 
At the same time (1965 to 1968) the American gross national 
product was around $700 billion. Thus the fraction of the 
GNP spent on Apollo was about .5% in 1965, and that*s about 
the biggest it’s ever been. 


Let us discuss a society which devotes .5%3 of its total 
resources to interstellar flight. I will assume that the 
cost of a starship is dominated by the cost of the energy 
needed to propel it-- not at all true for Project Apollo, but 
likely from what we now know about starflight. 


Greg nas previously discussed a 10,000-tonne probe, so 1 
will too. The structure of tne BIS Daedalus probe is 4009 
tonnes, with a takeoff weight of 54,000 tonnes, so we are in 
the right ballpark. Consider an automated probe which is 
accelerated to some high speed, then decelerated to stop at 
the target star. fhe minimum energy needed to accomplish 
this mission is twice the kinetic energy the probe has at its 
maximum speed, or just its mass times the square of its 
velocity if relativistic corections aren°t important. 


A probe with maximum speed of .5C could reach nearby stars 
within a few decades. ,At a mass of 10,000 tonnes, its energy 
cost would be 2.25x10°°.. joules. This energy is .-.5% of 
4.5xL0 J, the approximate energy budget of a society tnat 
could launch such a probe under the above assumptions. 


The 497 U.S. energy pudget was 6.9x10+° BTU*’S, o£ 
7.3x10 . Wherefore the starprobe cost is 3090 times this, 
and the society that launches it would use 618,000 times the 
U.S. energy budget annually. 


These numbers go like the square of the probe’s velocity, 
so that if we chose to. send it only to a speed of .05C, 
waiting a few centuries for it to reach its destination, wed 
need a hundred times less energy.’ Tne probe would cost 31 
times our annual energy budget, and the society would burn 
6180 times what we do. : 


te 
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In these calculations Ive assumed one probe perc year, so 

& less wealthy society could send them out Less frequently. 

However, I also naven*t taken efficiency into account, out 

-instead assumed that the cost is 100% of tne kinetic energy 

needed. If the probe’s drive is less than 1003 efficient at 

converting its energy source inte Kinetic energy, then the 
cost will go up correspondingly. 


There are a few other things to be said about a society 
rich enough to launcn a .5C Starship. Its annual energy 


budget must be much greater than the amount Fa lar energy 
falling on the Earth, which is about 5.6x10 joules per 
year (The UJ.S8. energy budget is about one 


hundreds thousandth ef this.) The annual solar output is 
1.19x%10°) .J/year, so our hypothetical civilization’s budget 


(4.25x410°> J/year} would be 3.6x1079 of tnat. This energy 
could ike collected {again neglecting inefficiencies) by 
9. 7x10 square méters orbiting the sun at a distance of one 
astronomical unit. This corresponds to 7.6 flat circular 
collectors with the same radius as the Eartha. 
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. . The.total"Gallection area can be made smaller if the 
collectors are placed closer to the Sun, decreasing witn the 
square Of the orbital radius: in reality any svucn devices 
would orbit as closely as possible, limited only by the neat 
they could withstand. But the area must be Rigger than f 
have specified if the collecters are not perfectly efficient 

at converting solar energy inte some useful form. 
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& less reliable calculation is estimating the gross 
“national” preduct of tnis society <n dollars. In 19358 
dollars, the U.S. net energy consumption per doliar of GNP 
stayed roughly constant from the early 1950°s through the 
middle 1970°s: around 79 ee pec dollar. Lf we assume 
this figure, the . sogie ty abdle to launch a .5¢ probe would 
have a GNP of $5.7x10°°, or 570 quadrillion dollars. 


I°m not inciined to think this is a reasonable assumption » 
though, because a society .using close-orbiting solar 
collectors as a prime source of energy is likely to be . much 
more energy-intensive than our own, and to get its energy. 
more cneaply-- perhaps by .a factor of 195 o¢ 1066. T€& that 
were true, its GNP might be much lower, acound a quadrillion 
dollars. Then its economy need only be a few thousand. times 
ouc own txiliion-dollac economy, while its energy use would 
be many hundreds of thousands of times. ours. 


How good are all the assumptions I* ‘va made? First note « 
that the energy cost is not sensitive to the method of 
propulsion used, except as inefficiencies are factored in. 
Actual fast interstellar probes (if any) ace likely to employ 
technology we don°t understand well today, bat will still 
have to use energy by laws we do understand. (Barring 
catastrophic changes in Pnysics.) 


This analysis applies to probes whose energy must be 
provided before launch. $The Bussard ramjet and its 
variations obtain energy from the interstellar wedium while 
cruising. Since, however, the ramjet has to be accelerated 
to a good fraction of c before it begins to use the energy 
stored in the interstellar medium, it really falls into the _ 
same category ag other seckets for our purposes. Solar sails 
are nice, but won°t give more than a few hundred kilometers 
per second, around a “thousandth GE Gc. 


Speaking of speed, note (as Greg showed in am issue cof 
QuintSing about a year ago) that you can get by with much 
lower energy expenses if you°re prepared to wait longer for 
the probe to arrive. As £ pointed out, the cost of the probe 
goes up like the square of the maximum speed, while the 
‘transit time grows about linearly. You then nave to begin 
paying for things like computers that will run for centuries 
or millenia. Mr. Ruffa is also dubious tnat any 
civilization will be intecested in a project with no returns 
for more tnan a century. However, the Roman Catholic Church 
stands as an example of an organization which has maintained 
its identity and purpose over this kind of time scale. 

How about increasing the fraction of the budget spent on 
starprobes? This may possibly be dene up to a few. percent, I 
suppose, if the society treats starships like pyramids or 
Sade a & seems to me unlikely that tem percent or more 


AS abba resources could be diverted to the project 
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One mignt also try to fudge the mass of the probe. The 
Voyager probes ace in a sense interstellar craft, since they 
have peen given enouya speed to escape from the Solar System. 
They will send pack information from “deep" space, but will 
certainly not be operating after they. have .cressed several 
Lignt-years, which will take hundreds of thousands off years. 
Toney mass a few hundred kilograms, which does not seem enough 
tO carry both an interstellar-range communication device and 
useful instruments. Also note that if the mass of a probe 
includes a propulsion system adequate to. give it a large 
delta-vee (unlike Voyager), most of it will probably consist 
of fuel, and only a small fraction Like one to ten percent 
will be useful payload (like Daedalus). 


as 


» 


‘so That“s Where The Money Comes Prom 


Apropos of the above discussion, Greg and I were watching 
films of Apollo landings on TV while he was staying at my |. 
place. I said something like, "Enjoy this-- you paid for 
iti* and he. pointed out that we had been in high school at 
the time, not earning enougn money to pay income tax, and so 
we had not contributed to erayece Apollo. 


After. a bit of thougnt,. thougn, I realized that we had. 
In the 1960%s the national debt was quite large, and nas only 
gotten bigger since. The taxes we are paying now, as 
well-to-do young professionals, are going in part to pay that 
dept. So in a very real sense, we are paying for Apollo, not 
to mention Mercury, Vanguard, the Manhattan Engineering 
District, and the WPA. If tne Church (again, see above) 
wocked like that, our Sunday CAL tREE Sone would still be 
— for the Third CEUSAGB« 


WAIT A gine 
YouRE SAYING THAT ALTHsGH | 
Ewaxo Feami's BEEN DEAD 
FoR 29 years, 


| ALSO THE SALARIES 
er & ISEN HO WER | TRUMAN, 
Bory Ravseizes, AND 


BENEFITS ro Me Kimeys 
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Mailing Comments 


Al-- Chicago fen failed to attend Inconjunction in Indy, 
nearby though it was, for a variety of reasons, including 
money shortages and Wilcon. Foc myself; my parents were 
visiting me 4 July weekend, and they don’t come up from 
Florida very often. // When will Jittlov show up at a 
Midwestern con?// I enjoyed (as always) your account of your 
pecemper cruise in Fyro, and will try to find a Windyapan 
MtED? your most recent log. 


-pagles Paul? Paul? 


Jerry-- The sentiments eupeeased in fhe Responsive douse 
seem pretty typical of late-sixties and” #@ gar ly-seventies 
architecture: "Dwellings ought to be fitted to people, not 
people to dwellings...” As such they seem pretty obvious to 
someone of my generation. On tne other hand, these ideas may 
have been a reaction to earlier excesses’ in the other 
direction-- I don’t know much about, Saye fifties design. Is 
this guess correct? 


Greg-- Who is this lawn-chair pilot, and can we get him 
for Guest of Honor somewhere?? // Surely the announcement of 
a Westar VIII doesn*t surprise you. There are lots of 
positive integers Western Union hasn*t used up yet. (Look at 
the Cosmos series.) Besides, by your own admission, Westars 
kX and II are wearing out: presumably the population of 
Westars will turn over at some rate. 


Re cré@ligious symbolism in &.T.: in one of his QUJRAS papers 
(ag you know) fTipler argues that the belief in superior 
extraterrestrials is a quasi~religious one, and that this is 
especially $$ prevalent among the SETI establisnoment. 
(Parentheticaily, nobody has yet come up with a catcnghrase 
to describe this group that is nearly as adroit as Joseph 
Weizenbaum’s "artificial intelligentsia® for the AI 
establishment. Suggestions?) On tee basis of this 
prejudice, Tipler claims that ideas about the nonexistence of 
aliens-- such as his own-~ won°t even get a fair hearing. 


Let“s not hear any more apologies for discussing stuff 
like fhe Shock of the New in a techie apa. We need ali the 
cultcha we San get..2 /7 biked your dwg of Astroboy and 
H.0.B.I.8. // On apa contributions; What is the place of a 
member who wants to read other pecple*s stuff, but for some 
reason is unable to contribute more than minac to the apa? 
Does ne belong anyway, or is he a parasite? Im conversation 


you mentioned ,ApaToons, the animation apa. Since it’s full 
of experts, you”d learn a lot from reading it, put couldn’® 

say much to the otner members that they don"t already ee 
Of course, by the rules anyone who minacs is a legitimate 
member of the apa. Are there higher, perhags "moral" or 


8 

4@Sthetian ee 
systems work ace? f/f 7,ecit amazes me that defense 
ay © all." “What makes you think taney do? Hee 
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"I think we may just nave Fifteen (good SF films) by now.” 
Oh yeah? How about these: 2001, Star Wars, Forbidden Planet, 


Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Moon Zero Two, Things to 
Come, The Wrath of Knan, The Lathe of Heaven, and, of course, 
the “twilo Zone® episode Of the Dick van Dyke Show. Looking 
over this list, I°d be more inclined to say we have about 
ten. Skeffington-- Your worst disaster yet with blue-green 
ditto masters. You should know better than to put the 
punchline of your cartoon in that color! For the record, the 
picture of the computer screen accompanied my discussion of 
underground Chicago, and it portrayed leng corridors with the 
legend: “YOU ARE IN A GREEN-LIT TUNNEL. A SIGN READS, “LOWER 
WACKER DRIVE.~* 


Dick-~ You looked pretty good in your monkey suit at the 
Hugo ceremony. It went well, though Marta Randall’s stooges 
clashed with the ambience that Doug and Gretcnen nad tried to 
set up. However, both Marta and ner stooges had good sntick, 
so I wasn*t teo annoyed. /f/ was impressed with your 
impromptu piano recital the other night. I know you must 
have worked very hard to maintain all that ELP and Elton Jonn 
simultaneously. "fTrilogy® is still running through my head. 
And it can only get better as you spend more time witn the 
instrument. 


Re yr ct Jamie: He may produce more spontaneous copy at 
the typewriter, but for myself “more spontaneous” usually 
means "less coherent.* My writing tends to pled along in 
methodical steps, and comes out a bit better if I can massage 
it through a couple of drafts. I envy Mike Bentley and 
George Ewing their ability to turn unexpected and delightful 
corners in their prose. Gn paper at least, I am strictly a 
linear thinkec.// I like Greg’s scrambled titles in his MC’s 
because [ enjoy the puzzle of figuring out what zines and 
people hes referring to. But I recognize that this must be 
a matter of taste. And no, I don*t read the latest mailing 
with the previous one to hand. Does anyone else? // Agree 
on disliking car convoys; however, it seems to me that CB 
could be quite useful and enjoyable. I’ve never had a cnance 
to try it. ; 


Valli-~- Yup. Gail Hanranan is avery friendly and sweet 
person. //GT, like Chicago Thursday Night fandom, is too big 
to be a clique, though it may shelter several cliques within 
it. 


Rolf-- Through devious means I recently got a look at 
mumblenet "Works,® from whicnm I learned that the proper 
plural of VAX is Vaxen.// "I can*t imagine that anyone would 
try to seil such a self-indulgent piece of twaddle..." There 
exists at least one honest-to-gosh paperback anthology of 


c j cn the title cf which escapes me. 
PéSbapeSSnata nat ahs atd/oc Jaqueline Lichtenberg eediced 
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Ham, Comments on this zine ara cather eparse-- I read it 


in the back seat of your Chevecte wnen you were here, and got 2 
responses to many of my comments in realtime. Pechaps this - 
is what being a memper of Windyapa is like. On a Thursday 7 


night every six weeks, Valli appears with a stack of Windyapa 
mailings and tre members swoop upon it Like vultures. ‘Then 
they retire into corners and the sound of egoscanning is 
heard: flip, flio, flip... Those Gf us remaining suddenly 
find that the numeer of fen left to converse with has 
Giminisheé - considerably. 4% this point I presume the 
Windyapans can comment aloud te each other as they read the 
zines, although, come to think of it, I don’t observe this 
happening much. Maybe they“re toc engressed in their 
reading. nome 


APB TE LIME POET: ae 


AE 
You ARE GETTWG SLEEPY... 
SLEEPY... 


YOU CAM NO LONGER 
SEE THE TY 70S 


THiS PAVNBINE 1, 


PRG GISS 


7 - - eae a a | — eo a | - | : | : ; @ : Fs $43 | - e a é . e 4 oak + 
Marty Prana is impressea wy the Aadnadudes. 
Doug Price. is not. 


m 


Eric Drexler is Pixed up with them. 
Herb Johnson 'S meving’ to Aun Arbor to become one. 


@ fF 


Dick Smith is curious. 
Whats Songs on pere? 
ray be next mailing... 
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ALL VOLTAGE AND Nt AMPERAGE 


‘from the fingers af Renee Sieber, B25 W. Walnut St.» Kalamazac, 
MI. 47007, I can necasionally be reached at (414) 344-1183, 


Seeina Chiceaen Thru a Mok 


Tam nat harper at the woarklead I had at Chicean. Turing a 
worldcen IT normally work as an usher at the masquerade and the 
Huaas,. I deaomryr part ta hele the worldcon run. a little bit 
smoother and I get a good seat at bath events. The Price I pay 
is workine 4& hours each nisht. This vear:s Chican had the openings 
ceremonies, a usual occurence far aioworldcons oan Thursday and 
thve guest of honaur speeches on Friday. Same idiot decided that 
they both needed ushering. I don’t know whe toa blame -- the 
Person that Io wearked for (wha shall remain nameless) ar the 
committee. We worked 4 hours each night. Thursday to Sunday, ANDI 
had an hour meetings durina the day before each event. Unkind 
words. Next vear, sameboady find me a nice cushy job like the ane 
Aneel had. 


Youns Alex is Dead, Lons Live Grown up Alex 


My woridcen started out very mice, however. Andy Anda, Hill 
Nunne and I had decided, at Minican, that we should hanor Alex in 


Some wa. After havinea thrown aut all the masty ideas, we 


decided on awake. Samethins had to die, though. so we decided 
it should be Alex’s YOUTH. (Yau have to listen toa Alex ta 
understand. Alex is 23. Yet he is alwayrs comelainina that hes 
tac old far Something. He savs that he is past his sexual 
Prime; that he’s toa old to chase women anymore. He complains 
that he has toa be grown up and responsible. Andy tells me that 
in high school Alex camplained about beings ton old: past his 
Physical prime. His mother had toa have a Caesarian sectian3 
Alex refused tao be barn. He didn’t want te age.) We decided ts 
hold the party during worldcon since mast his friends live in 
Chicage, . 


Cur First ster was ta compile an address list of Alex“s friends, 
cancentratina primarily an thase whe went to Lane Tech with him. 
The manths went br and naturally in Ausust I decided ta set ta 
work. I ant the invitation ‘treeset and printed. I nagged 
Peceple till I was canvinced that I cauldn’t extract anr mare 
addresses out af them. Alex was included. He started getting 
asked very strange questions about who were memorable rpeaple in 
his Past and weuldn“t it be nice if we had their addresses sa we 
could visit them sometime? Once Alex Found me leafina thrauash 
his vearbaak . Another time he caught me with an ald Phane list 
of his. Yet he never suspected what was acing on. 


While I was waitina fer replies I had Alex”s sister, Didi, oarder 
the food, gaat the wine and reserved the suite (I figured I had 
gone this far» whr net spend ait. all?) I agonized about nat 
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havine enough food (if caterers are this expensive far small 


Parties: IT can understand whr weddinas cast sa much. Did wey 
have to put up with this, Rolf? Jamie? Warn me. Tell me what 
I?ll be settings mrself into if I get married.) So I panicked: 


the night that we were leaving for worldcons Misha and I spent 
harried hours chopping up vegetables fearing Alex would walk in 
ato any moment. Marty wasn“t there. He had voluteered to @o ta 
Detroit toe pick up the cake mr sister was supposed to have 
delivered. - 


The mext day Alex“s mother... Ta digrees: Alex’s mather, Kate 
was evicted fram the building that housed her antiague store. The 


‘management had decided ta lease the space ta a Parless Shae 


store. Since Kate had na lease (just a verbal agreement made 10 
wears age) she was told, "SO days, and get out." If vou’ve seen 
her store, well, take the contents of Raoper’s apartment and Dick 
and Valli’s place and vouvve got idea of the amount of ums stuff 


she had, Her apartment (which had as much stuff as the store 
had) was in the same building. sa she wanted ta mave that, tac. 
To get back toa our storv, Alex*s mother had mo trouble 


canvincing him that he couldn“t attend the canvention Thursday. 
Hed oniv have time to dreoe us (Misha, Parr, and me) of f at the 
hotel and then come right back to hele move. That war I didn’t 
have ta explain why I was checking into a suite. Later that dary 
Ethan: a friend af Alex’s: would drep by, and casually suggest 
that they attend the convention. He would make sure that Alex 
would get -toe the canvention and up te the room instead of beings 
Sidetracked in any of ao hundred Places between Parkina the car 
and travellina up the elevator tea the room. 


I spent the day in the roam fretting about where evervthing was. 
The food was Jate, the cake was late? the box af kleenex was 
ampety because I had shredded its cantents. The faoed finally 
showed up (bless Didi) as well as evervrone else. We seemed ta 
have ample supplies. The cake survived the 6 haur trip (so did 
Marty). We opened up the bottles of wine and beaan the WAITTING 
GAME. : 


Alex is the only Person I know of whe was late for his own wake. 
He showed up and haur and a half after he was supposed tn. We 
had originally set up sentries at the elevator and the door to 
keer watch. After all that waiting the sentries gat tired and 
went inside toa enJjavy the partyr. At ane time we thought Alex had 
arrived when he hadn’t. We frantically ran shushing peaple, 
turning aut lights and hiding. It was Ethan Jussina his 
suitcase full af coke. When asked where Alex was, he replied, 
"TI left him downstairs, Parking his car." We Joaoked at each 
other, aghast. "Tt could take him hours to get up here!" 
Fortunately, it didn’t. A short while later, I harprened to peek 
out the daar and there was Alex, walking br. Evervone got 
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quiet. We turned out the liahts. Alex went inte the bedroom. 


Farr Pushed him te the doar of the suite and said, "I"ve snot 
aumethina interestina to show wou." In unisan we sang the 


Funeral march and turned on the Jigshts. Alex grabbed his sister 
and sagged against her. He was surprised. 


In this account I cancentrated on the planning and executian of 


the party because that was the excruciating part for me. After 
Alex sot there the partr took care af itself. Evervrane seemed 
te have a good time and Alex gant ta be the center of attentian. 


I aot te Plan a Party. I lave Planning parties (€or hadn“t vau 
maticed.) © Sa that made we for the mot sa Pleasant times 


mentioned above and all the sleazy dives I had ta eat dinner in 
so that I would“t be late far mr abligation. 


PRESENT DAY 


At present, mv life is in a state of Flux. I was ageins toa write 
about what mr life will be like in 10 vears but risht now I can“t 
Predict it. Myr work is keePing me very busy. I have 3 clients 
to Pregram for mow and ther’re all demanding mr attentian. Twa 
oF them are stock market traderss one af the jobs is aon the IBM 
Pr. Qne Job ais a scheduling program} the company makes bia 
machines that eolish parts. The pPersan that owns the IBM is the 
Prasident af Clausing Corporation, the caomeany that Tullio and I 
bought our Tittle Jathe fram. All this. werk has left me little 
time for mr hobbies. 


Alex“s parents are setting progressively worse sa we might have 
to make some changes in where we live. I°l]l keep wou posted. 


I’m verv, happy. Ive been taking Aikide since April and I just 
gat oomr first belt. Aikida is very different fram most martial 
arts ‘vou might be Familiar with, like karate or Judo. It does 
net include anv strikes ur kicks. It never uses strenath ta 
evercome a Person. Aikida is best illustrated br this sterv. 
Say vou look up inte the sky and vou see a Pebble fallins 
tewards wou, You can reach we and grab. it or vou can step aside 


and Jet the eebble hit the around. Now veo Took ue and a twa 
Foot wide boulder is heading towards vou, Gan rou reach ur and 
grab it? Io don’t think sa, But cvau can still step aside. 


Aikide is the art of stepping aside. If a person tries ta 
strike vou: rather than blocking ofr arpepesinga the blows vou make 
harmony with the pPersoan’s mation bye usina ait against him. The 
cencept of harmonr is verr imeaortant to Aikidea3 it is an art 
requiring harmony af mind and tbadr. harmene with vrour partner. 
You never have an oppanent in Aikide, vou have a partner. even 
if the partner is trrins ta hurt vou. By makina harmony with a 
Persan’s motians, rather than opposing, vou give him nmathina tea 
OPFOS@ against. Aikido is an art form of canstant refinement, 
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one that will take many vears tea be truly ePraficient in. Mur 
instructor is aoblack belt and has been pPpracticina For twentr 
Tear. He“s one of about twenty black belts in this hemisphere. 


Beer drinking seems to be an important aspect of this martial art 
that IT have vet ta master. But I have many ivrears ta became 
eraficient in it. 


BILL HIGGINS, DON’T READ THIS 


We seem ta have acquired ai number. of cats in the hausehold. 
Turina the summer we last one ta an automebile soa we had Just 
one. Risht bkefore worldcon two mew cats aPrPreared on aur 
doorster. We fed them but didn“t otherwise encourage them. 
After we let them in we discovered they were infested with 
fleas. So we Cincludins Misha) spent ai wonderful afternoon 
bathina two cats and pickins the fleas of Ff them. When we came 
back from wortdcan ane was still still hangings around sa we 
adepted him. Just this week a kitten showed up. Alex likes him 
Coh mod. I think we must have "Bia Hearted Slob" stencilled in 
cat musk an our Porch. 


THE END 


Thats all the time for maw. Keep well. Be gead ta vourselF and 
your friends. 


